
 
 

Friday, March 26 2010 

 

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 

 

9:00am -9:30am   Registration  

 

9:30am - 9:35am Opening and Welcome 

 

9:35am -10:20am Mr. Rufus Yerxa, Deputy Director-General, World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) 

 WTO and sustainable development 

 

10:20am - 11:05am  Professor Geert Van Calster, University of K.U Leuven, 

Lead Lawyer, DLA Piper 

                                                Trade and sustainable development 

  

11:05am - 11:30am COFFEE BREAK 

 

11:30am – 12:15pm  Ms. Colleen Theron, Director, CLT Envirolaw, Legal 

Consultant, Lexis Nexis PSL, 

                                                 The legal challenges to sustainable trading 

       

12:15pm - 1:00pm  Mr. Francesco Sindico, Lecturer, University of Surrey, 

Deputy Director, Environmental Regulatory Research 

Group 

                                                Climate and trade interaction in the aftermath of the 

Copenhagen Accord  

 

1:00pm -2:00pm                LUNCH 

 

2:00pm - 2:45pm  Professor Johanna Gibson, Herchel Smith Professor of  

    Intellectual Property Law, Director, Queen Mary   

    Intellectual Property Research Institute (QMIPRI) 

                                                Green technologies and the patent system 

WORKSHOP SEGMENT 

3:00pm - 4:00pm                  Ms. Krystyna Swiderska, Senior Researcher, International 

Institute for Environment and Development  

The CBD's International Regime on Access and Benefit-

Sharing: Exploring Tensions in the Negotiating process 



  

 

3:00pm - 4:00pm  Mr. Duncan Brack, Senior Research Fellow, Chatham 

House  

                                                Deforestation and Climate Change 

 

3:00pm - 4:00pm   Mr. Tom Picken, Climate Change Campaigner, Friends of 

the Earth  

                                                Carbon trading  

 

4:00pm - 5:00pm                    Mr. Ricky Knight, Councillor, Green Party 

                                               Public participation and environmental awareness 

 

4:00pm - 5:00pm  Mr. Ben Bundock, Corporate Transparency Officer, 

ClientEarth 

                                                Transparency and Company law: environmental and social 

issues 

 

4:00pm - 5:00pm                   Ms. Kath Dalmeny, Policy Director, Sustain 

                                               Food labelling 

 

5:00pm -5:30pm  COFFEE BREAK  

 

5:30pm-6:30pm               Panel Discussion 

Carbon trading, inequality in the carbon market 

                                                Mr. Malcolm Dowden, Solicitor, LexisNexis Legal 

                                                Mr. Tim Baines, Senior Advisor, Climate and Clean   

    Energy, Norton Rose 

    Ms. M.J. Mace, Environmental Law Consultant 

Mr. Tom Picken, International Climate Campaigner, 

Friends of the Earth 

 

6:30pm -7:30pm    DRINKS RECEPTION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY OF SPEAKERS 

 

Rufus Yerxa 
 

Rufus H. Yerxa has served as Deputy Director General of the World Trade Organisation 

(WTO) since 2002. 

 

His private sector experience includes both law practice and a senior corporate role. He 

was a resident partner in the Brussels office of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, 

where his practice focused on international trade matters and European regulatory affairs. 

He subsequently joined Monsanto Company, a leading producer of agricultural input 

products, where he was in charge of the law, government affairs and public affairs 

departments for Europe and Africa. He later served as Monsanto's international counsel 

in Washington. In his capacity as U.S. representative to the GATT and as the Deputy 

United States Trade Representative in Washington. Rufus played a major role in 

negotiating and securing Congressional approval of both the Uruguay Round/WTO 

agreement and the NAFTA accord.  

 

Mr. Yerxa holds a B.A. in political science from the University of Washington, a J.D. 

degree from the University of Puget Sound School of Law (now the Seattle University 

School of Law) and an LLB in international law from Cambridge University. He is a 

member of the District of Columbia Bar. 

 

  

Professor Dr Geert Van Calster 
 

An alumnus of the College of Europe, Bruges (promotion Stefan Zweig), Prof van 

Calster is the Head of KU Leuven Law's department of European and international law. 

Geert is director of Leuven Law's Centre for Advanced Legal Studies, director of studies 

for the Master programme on Energy and Environmental law, and of the Master of Laws 

program. He is also a senior fellow at Leuven's Centre for Global Governance Studies. A 

tenured chair of the Research Fund, K.U.Leuven, Geert is also a visiting professor at the 

China-EU School of Law in Beijing and was i.a. a visiting lecturer at Oxford University 

(Sept 2006 – Sept 2008). He was called to the Bar in 1999 after having worked as of 

counsel to a City law firm since 1995, and practices with DLA PIPER. Finally Geert is on 

the board of Academische Stichting Leuven, an academic charity. 

 

Colleen Theron 

Colleen Theron is recognized as a leading practitioner of environmental and health and 

safety law. Her experience covers transactional support for corporate, banking and 

property clients and the public sector, incorporating due diligence, environmental risk 



and liability management, environment insurance. She also provides stand-alone advice 

on a wide range of current and emerging issues in UK, EU and international law, 

including director’s personal liability and regulatory requirements of health and safety 

law. Colleen joined Lexis Nexis PSL this year. She retains an environmental consultancy 

with a city firm and runs her own consultancy (CLT Envirolaw) providing advise to 

companies on sustainability, CSR and environmental compliance and risk issues, 

including implementing BS8901for the events industry. She was previously the head of 

the environmental team at Lawrence Graham and a partner at ASB Law. 

  

She regularly speaks at events and publishes in accredited journals. She is an executive 

member of the UK Environmental Law Association. 

 

 

Francesco Sindico 
 

Francesco Sindico joined the Law School of the University of Surrey Guildford on 20 

August 2007. He has an undergraduate degree in Law from the University of Turin, Italy 

(2001) and an LLM in International Law and International Relations from the Autonoma 

University in Madrid (2003). He has worked as research fellow at the Universitat Jaume 

I in Castellón de la Plana, Spain (2004-2007), and he has been a EC Marie Curie 

research fellow at the Institute of Environmental Studies of the Free University in 

Amsterdam, a Visiting Researcher at the Faculty of Law of the University College 

London and at the Faculty of Law of the University of Geneva. 

 

Francesco Sindico currently covers the following posts: he serves as Associate Editor of 

the Carbon and Climate Law Review; he is Programme Leader of the 

LLM Environmental Health Law and Deputy Director of the Environmental Regulatory 

Research Group (ERRG). He is also a member of the European Society of International 

Law and of the Spanish International Law Association. 

 

Professor Johanna Gibson 

Johanna Gibson is Herchel Smith Professor of Intellectual Property Law and Director of 

the Queen Mary Intellectual Property Research Institute (QMIPRI) in the Centre for 

Commercial Law Studies (CCLS). Johanna is also the Academic Director for the 

College's QUEDOS project in professional development." Johanna holds first class 

degrees in cultural and critical theory, animal sciences, and law. Before joining CCLS, 

Johanna practised law in Melbourne, Australia at Allens Arthur Robinson, specialising in 

Intellectual Property, Media and Communications Law and Competition Law. 

Johanna works also on current policy and developments in the areas of biotechnology and 

intellectual property aspects of medicine, and her recent book, Intellectual Property, 

Medicine and Health (2009) examines the relationship between intellectual property, 

public health and human rights.  



Johanna teaches Intellectual Property Aspects of Medicine for which she established the 

IPMed blog, and Traditional Knowledge and Genetic Resources on the Queen Mary 

LLM programme.  

 

 

Krystyna Swiderska 

Krystyna Swiderska is a Senior Researcher, in the Natural Resources Group, Agriculture 

and Biodiversity at the International Institute for Environment and Development. (IIED). 

Her expertise includes traditional resource rights and biodiversity governance. Her 

current work includes research on protection of traditional knowledge rights, access and 

benefits-sharing; customary law and international policy; research on governance systems 

to support biodiversity management for community livelihoods. Prior to that she was an 

IIED European Programme Research Assistant (1995-1998) 

 

Duncan Brack 
 

Duncan Brack is a Senior Research Fellow in the Energy, Environment and Development 

Programme at Chatham House. Duncan Brack's expertise includes international 

environmental crime, illegal logging and the timber trade, international environmental 

regimes and trade and the environment.   

 

He is currently working on projects including forest law enforcement, illegal logging and 

trade in illegal timber; compliance regimes in multilateral environmental agreements and 

the growth and control of international environmental crime. Duncan Brack's recent 

publications include: "Controlling Illegal Logging: Consumer-Country Measures" 

(Chatham House Briefing Paper, January 2010); "Keeing Illegal Fish and Timber off the 

Market: A Comparison of EU Regulations" (with Heike Baumuller and Katharine 

Umpfenbach, Chatham House Briefing Paper, October 2009); "Public Procurement of 

Timber: EU Member State Initiatives for Sourcing Legal and Sustainable 

Timber" (Report, with Jade Saunders, November 2004); "Trade & Environment in the 

WTO: After Cancun" (Briefing Paper, with Thomas Branczik, February 2004); and "The 

Next Trade War? GM Products, the Cartagena Protocol and the WTO" (Briefing Paper, 

with Robert Falkner and Judith Goll, September 2003). He also contributed a chapter 

entitled "Illegal Trade in Natural Resources" to the 2005 Chatham House Briefing Paper 

"The World Trade Organisation and Sustainable Development: A Guide to the Debate".  

 

 

Tom Picken 

Tom Picken is a climate policy advisor and campaigner for Friends of the Earth England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland. He is a specialist on the UNFCCC climate negotiations. His 

work includes highlighting the failure of carbon offsetting and carbon trading in tackling 

climate change; promoting alternative sources and mechanisms for ensuring climate 



finance supports developing countries; and in campaigning for international climate 

policies to give due regard to the rights of local communities to participate in 

environmental decision-making.  

 

Ricky Knight 

Ricky Knight is a Barnstaple town councilor and was the Green Party's lead candidate for 

the South West region in the 2009 European Election. He is also a previous and 

prospective parliamentary candidate for North Devon. 

Ricky recently gave up his job as a Modern Languages teacher at a Specialist Language 

College in Barnstaple in order to campaign full-time for the European election. He is a 

European Studies graduate, a keen if critical Europhile and dedicated eco-activist, having 

graduated into politics via CND, the Peace Movement and Greenpeace. He has been a 

Town Councilor for five years, stood for Westminster in 2005 and has been selected to 

run again next time. He has been a Green Party member for 25 years. His particular 

interests in the euro-sphere are energy, renewables, accountability and transparency, 

electoral reform and Climate Change.  

 

Ben Bundock  
 

Ben Bundock is the Corporate Transparency Officer for ClientEarth. The primary focus 

of Ben's work is examining the way that UK law governs company transparency on 

environmental and social issues. 

Having graduated from the University of Bristol with first class honours in Law in 2006, 

Ben has worked in a variety of research and campaigning positions, with organisations in 

the non-governmental and public sector. 

 

Kath Dalmeny  
 

Kath Dalmeny is Policy Director of Sustain. Her background is as a food campaigner and 

consultant to organisations such as the Food Commission, National Consumer Council, 

National Federation of Women’s Institutes, Food Climate Research Network and the 

London Development Agency. She has a special interest in food, sustainability and 

climate change – especially how local food systems can help create resilient local 

economies that reduce their impact on the environment. She is also interested in how the 

benefits of healthier food can be enjoyed more equitably by people living on a low 

income. 

 



In 2009, she became a member of the Food Advisory Group to the London Organising 

Committee of the London 2012 Olympic Games. On a voluntary basis, Kath is a trustee 

of a London community-run box scheme and farmers' market (Growing Communities); 

a food consultancy that supporting individuals and organisations working towards more 

sustainable, equitable food systems (Food Matters); and an independent not-for-profit 

organisation promoting a new technology to reduce the carbon emissions from electricity 

generation through demand-side management (Dynamic Demand). She has a Masters in 

Food Policy from the Centre for Food Policy.  

 

Malcolm Dowden 

Malcolm Dowden is a UK based solicitor and environmental law consultant.  He is a 

member of the LexisNexis Legal Intelligence team, producing online legal guidance and 

current awareness for practitioners.  The author of EG Books’ Climate Change – Law, 

Policy and Practice (2008), Malcolm has contributed to Carbon Disclosure Project 

reports on climate change adaptation, and to a major London Climate Change Partnership 

report on ‘green procurement’.  In 2006, Malcolm’s articles were cited in evidence to the 

Stern Committee on climate change.  In December 2009, Malcolm will be attending the 

UN Climate Change summit in Copenhagen to provide reports and analysis for a range of 

LexisNexis journals and online services 

 

 

Tim Baines 

Tim Baines is a climate change and clean energy lawyer based in the London office of 

Norton Rose, LLP. His practice includes advising on a wide range of existing and 

proposed legislation in the UK, EU and internationally.  

This encompasses monitoring developments and advising clients on issues such as the 

international climate change negotiations for post-2012, the implementation of Phase III 

of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme (EU ETS), the inclusion of the aviation sector in 

the EU ETS and carbon capture and storage. Tim also focuses on the development of 

renewable energies legislation and policy, particularly in relation to renewable electricity 

generation and renewable transport fuels.  

 

M.J. Mace 

M.J. Mace is an environmental law consultant. Previously she was a lawyer with the 

Foundation for International Environmental Law and Development (FIELD) in London. 

She served as Programme Director for FIELD's Climate Change and Energy Programme, 

where among other things she provided legal advice and assistance to members of the 

Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS).  



She worked for many years for the National Government of the Federated States of 

Micronesia, where she served as General Counsel to the FSM Supreme Court and 

subsequently as an Assistant Attorney General for the FSM Department of Justice. In the 

latter capacity, she represented the FSM at numerous climate change negotiations and 

participated in the UNFCCC Expert Working Group on Compliance. She has served as a 

guest lecturer on the Kyoto Protocol in UCL's LLM course on International 

Environmental Law and SOAS's Masters course on International Studies and Diplomacy. 

M.J. also practiced environmental law and international trade for Skadden, Arps in 

Washington D.C. She holds a B.A. from Yale University and a J.D. from the University 

of Chicago Law School. She is admitted to practice law before the New York, 

Washington D.C., and Federated States of Micronesia Bars. 

  


