FLARE – Foreign Law Research

Statement of Purpose

To explore and implement collaborative policies to improve the overall provision of research materials in foreign, comparative and international law to the research community in the UK.  UK and European Union materials are out of scope for the project.
In order to do this FLARE will:

· Provide a forum for major libraries collecting these materials to discuss and coordinate policies

· Develop collaborative collection development and management policies

· Work towards a distributed national reference collection of these materials operating by means of binding bilateral or multilateral agreements.

· Develop and collaborate in projects to facilitate and promote legal research resource awareness and discovery and to raise funds to support such projects.

· Increase the expertise of law library staff in the collection, management and exploitation of these materials
· Form a core of specialist librarians prepared to act in a subject advisory capacity exploiting their close and effective links with academic networks to coordinate knowledge of, and advice on, research support requirements in law.

· Collaborate in projects to exploit foreign, comparative and international legal research materials freely available on the Internet.

· Maintain liaison with major research collections in law and related subjects outside the higher education sector in the UK and major legal research libraries overseas.

