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Legal research to benefit from agreement 

between major institutions

Legal study and research is set to benefit from an agreement between the British Library and the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS). The two institutions have signed a Concordat that will improve access to legal material for students and researchers, and enable both organisations to identify shared strategic priorities, allowing more effective collection development of research resources. 

The Concordat provides a framework for future co-operation and collaboration, ensuring that both organisations are fully informed of each other’s current programmes and future plans and facilitating the development of joint activities. 

Its primary aims are:

· Reducing the overlap between the British Library and IALS foreign legal journal holdings and filling gaps in collecting material. 

· Identifying and filling gaps in the national collection of foreign legal materials.
· To commission research guides to foreign legal literature by country and publish them on the web.
· Organising training courses to improve professional skills between staff in both organisations.

· Working towards the creation of a national central collection of official gazettes.

Both institutions will meet regularly to discuss matters of common interest and concern and develop action plans with specific goals every year to address relevant issues. The agreement will run initially for three years but with the intention of subsequent review and renewal. 
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The Concordat grew out of an earlier collaboration between the two institutions called the FLAG (Foreign Law Guide) project. Funded by the Research Support Libraries Programme, FLAG is a database of foreign legal holdings in nearly 60 UK libraries in terms of categories of legal literature, such as law reports, legislation and treaties. 

Clive Field, Director of Scholarship and Collections at the British Library, said, “Legal researchers everywhere will welcome this formal collaboration between two of the world’s greatest collecting institutions of information in this field. The Concordat will enable both organisations to develop their collections and services in complementary and integrated ways, for the lasting betterment of legal study and research.” 
Jules Winterton, Librarian and Deputy Director of the IALS, said, “We aim to improve the national provision of information to the legal research community through this collaboration. The two institutions have worked together informally for many years. The Concordat will provide the formal basis for a closer partnership in the service of legal scholarship.”
For further information please contact Colin Beesley at the British Library Press Office, Boston Spa, Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 7BQ. Telephone 01937 546 825, fax 01937 546 571, email colin.beesley@bl.uk
Notes to Editors

1. The British Library – is the national library of the United Kingdom. It provides world-class information services to the academic, business, research and scientific communities and offers unparalleled access to the world’s largest and most comprehensive research collection. Further information is available on the Library’s website at www.bl.uk.
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2. The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies – is a postgraduate research institute within the School of Advanced Study of the University of London and a national centre for the support of legal scholarship. The Institute has a national and international reputation for the promotion and facilitation of legal research among academic and practising lawyers and the judiciary. The Institute's Library is one of the world's leading legal research libraries. Further information is available on the Library's website at ials.sas.ac.uk
3. The Foreign Law Guide (FLAG) project is funded by the Research Support Libraries Programme. The major partners are the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, the British Library, the Bodleian Law Library of the University of Oxford, the Squire Law Library of the University of Cambridge, and the Library of the School of Oriental and African Studies of the University of London. The project website can be visited at ials.sas.ac.uk/flag.htm.
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