
FOREIGN LAW RESEARCH GROUP (FLARE)


Minutes of the Meeting held Wednesday November 19th 2008, 13.00 –15.30, Meeting Room A, British Library

Present: R. Bird (RB) (Bodleian Law Library); J Winterton (JW) (Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Library); L. Young (LY) (Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Library);  P. Clinch (PC) (Cardiff University Library); J. Grimshaw (JG) (British Library), I. Wollner (IW) (British Library); J. Sims (JS) (British Library); 

S. Spells (SS) (SOAS) , D.Wills (Squire Law Library)
1. Apologies for Absence

None
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
2.1
Minutes were read and approved.

2.2
Matters arising: 


None
3. Update on Relevant Institutional Developments 

Partners  gave brief reports on recent developments at their institutions

4
Distributed National Collection of Official Gazettes
4.1
Progress with current projects

JG reported that the ingest of the Slavonic gazettes deposited at the BL by the IALS Library had been completed.  LY will send a proposal for the next tranche of stock to transfer.

ACTION:  LY  
She confirmed that updating of the Union List of Official Gazettes: Europe would now begin. IW agreed to ask colleagues in East European Collections to check their countries.
ACTION:  JG/IW

4.2
Deposit of more material at the BL

RB reported that Bodleian Law Library’s gazettes had not been reviewed as intended due to pressure of other work.
5
BL Collection Guides 


JS reported that work on completing the collection guide for Poland begun by Janet Zmrocek and PC was under way, and that he intended to visit Boston Spa to check stock at the shelf in December 2008.
ACTION:  JS

JG reported that a guide to the historic EU collections was nearing completion and would be available on the BL web site in December 2008.

JS reported that the new landing page for law was now live on the redesigned BL web site.  The planned series of guides would link to this page.

6
Coverage of Central and East European Law


JS confirmed that BL curators for Belarus, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Hungary, Latvia, Moldova, (Montenegro), Serbia, and Slovenia had agreed to sustain collecting in titles currently live in FLAG, and to discuss the development of collections beyond these series in the context of JS’s wider collection mapping and development work on C/E Europe. A provisional suggestion had been made to the relevant curators that Social Sciences funding might be available to support the any FLAG title from these countries whose acquisition was affected by the Exchanges Review. There are plans to reinstate the Latvian Gazette and to acquire material from Kosava/o. 
7
Development of a web-index to treaties


The Group expressed its admiration and gratitude for the work of PC and Steve Whittle in developing the web index to treaties.  PC pointed out that some minor problems awaited correction, ie some missing abbreviations needed to be added to the look-up table and some broken links needed mending.  He confirmed that Steve Whittle would regularly run a link checking programme and report any further problems as they arose.  LY said that she had noticed some missing dates concluded for a few treaties, and would send details to PC.  She also pointed out a problem with printing, to be referred to Steve Whittle.
ACTION:  PC/LY


It was further agreed that:

· The search by depository body was of little value and could be removed
· The index would be launched with a formal announcement in January February sent to prominent electronic discussion lists.
ACTION:  PC
· It would feature in a BIALL study day on foreign law to be held in March 2009 at IALS and would be presented at a panel session at the BIALL Conference.
ACTION:  PC
· PC would aim to update the index annually.  Comments and additions should be sent to Steve Whittle.
ACTION:  PC
8
Actions Arising from Update of FLaG Database 

8.1
South American Legal Materials

It was agreed that any plans to expand the collections of Latin American legal materials at the BL should be put on hold due to: 1) lack of any evidence of current research demand; 2) the planned BL serials cancellation exercise;  3) the existence of an excellent collection at the Max Planck Institute in Hamburg that is heavily used by South American visitors;  and 4) the development of online resources, including the free content offered by the Institute of Juridical Science in Argentina and the vLex database.  The latter is available at the Bodleian Law Library.  Searching is free, but there is a charge for printing.

8.2
LIM/SSRN Article


RB reported that there had been no response.  It was agreed that the questions posed should be placed on the FLaRE web site and circulated via LIS-law.
ACTION:  RB
8.3
SOAS Review of African Legal Holdings


SS reported that the review was ongoing but was hampered by lack of guidance from the Law School.  There was some possibility of SOAS and IALS deduplicating their holdings.


There was a brief discussion of the current growing research interest in Islamic law and its collection implications.  At present IALS collects material in English, and SOAS material in English and Arabic.  
9
AOB

JS asked for information about centres of research in the legal history of British India, the development of civil law, and English legal history.  The BL has extensive holdings in these fields which are under-used.  It emerged that:

· Roman law is taught at the universities of Oxford, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen and Dundee.  UCL has responsibility for Roman law within London University.  
· There is known to be interest in legal history and the theory of codification in Quebec.

· There is research activity in the field of legal history at Oxford, among members of the London Legal History Group, and the relevant subject section of the Society of Legal Scholars.  JW and RB agreed to supply contacts.
ACTION: JW/RB
· Prof. David Ibbetson in Cambridge has a research interest in the history of civil law.  DW promised to put JS in touch with him.
ACTION:  DW
10
Next Meetings

January 2009 special meeting on impact of serials cancellation exercise at BL

March 31st 2009, 13.00, British Library.

J.M. Grimshaw
November 24th 2008

