
FOREIGN LAW RESEARCH GROUP (FLARE)

Minutes of the Meeting held Wednesday October 25th 2006 at the British Library, St Pancras 13:00 - 16:00

Present:  Jules Winterton (JW) (Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Library);  L. Young (LY) (Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Library);  R. Bird (RB) (Bodleian Law Library); P. Clinch (PC) (Cardiff University Library);  J. Grimshaw (JG) (British Library).

1
Apologies for Absence


S. Spells (SS) (SOAS;  David Will (DW) (Squire Law Library);  I. Wollner (IW) (British Library)

2
Minutes of Previous Meeting (June 28th 2006)


Minutes were agreed as correct

3
Matters Arising


None

4
Institutional Situational Updates

4.1
All partners gave a brief summary of developments in their institutions that might impact on the work of the group and that had occurred since the last meeting

4.2
Cardiff University


PC reported that the Detraz report to CURL on collaborative collection development had triggered the creation of a post of Collaborative Collection Development Officer, jointly funded by the BL and CURL for one year.  The postholder would be expected to act as a catalyst or facilitator for further resource sharing projects.  PC advised the Group to monitor developments.


ACTION: ALL
5
Distributed National Collection of Foreign Legal Gazettes


JG reported that the Gazzetta Ufficiale della Repubblica Italiana and the Moniteur Belge deposited at the BL by the IALS Library had now been stamped, labelled and merged with the existing run.  The BL catalogue and FLARE Union list had been updated.  The process of disposal of unwanted duplicates is under way, and JG asked for the help of the Group in advertising the material on appropriate legal online discussion lists.  RB and JW agreed to help.


ACTION:  JG, RB and JW

JG updated the Group on progress with other titles:


South Africa Gazette - JG had identified gaps in BL holdings which could be filled by the deposit of surplus IALS stock.  It was noted that supply of the printed version of the Gazette had failed in both Libraries.  BL is currently attempting to reinstate supply, while IALS is now relying on an electronic version.  JG said she would email a list of BL gaps to LY.  It was agreed that IALS would deposit the material required to complete BL’s archival set and dispose of the rest.  The schedule to the Trust Deed governing the deposit of IALS material at the BL would be amended to cover the new transfer.


ACTION:  JG, LY, JW

Canadian Provincial Gazettes - JG had identified gaps in BL holdings which could be filled by the deposit of surplus Cambridge University Library stock.  She would be visiting Cambridge to agree the transfer process with Bill Noblett, Official Publications Librarian.


ACTION:  JG

East European Gazettes held at IALS - Transfer of any stock required to fill gaps in BL runs to be organised by IW.


ACTION:  IW

The Group also discussed how to encourage more Libraries to deposit their low use legal gazettes holdings at the BL.  To stimulate action, JW offered to post a message on the SCONUL discussion list following up the article on the project by LY and JG published in SCONUL Focus.


ACTION:  JW
5.1
Extension of FLARE Union List


RB reported that the Bodleian Law Library could make no progress until the collection development policy had been finalised.  This is due for completion in March 2007.

5.2
Turkish Official Gazette


JG reported that the BL had emailed the Parliament Library in Turkey enquiring about the existence of microform versions of the gazette which might be purchased to fill the gap between 1980 when supply failed and 2000 when the gazette became available free online.  However, no response had been received.  JW agreed to send JG details of a reliable contact at a Turkish University who might make enquiries.


ACTION:  JW
6
Web Site Launch


LY reported that the text of an announcement promoting the FLARE website was now ready for posting on appropriate legal discussion lists.  .JW and RB agreed to share this between them


ACTION:  RB and JW.

RB suggested improving the FLARE site by adding links to up-to-date jurisdictional research guides on the Bodley Law Library web site.  LY agreed to follow this up.


ACTION: LY

LY tabled usage statistics for the FLARE website which showed an encouraging upward trend, although it was felt that the reported heavy use of the minutes required further investigation.  She also agreed to distribute usage figures for the FLaG database to the Group.


ACTION: LY
7
Coverage of Central and East European Law


The Group agreed that it needed to “bite the bullet” and allocate primary responsibility for covering East European jurisdictions among its members.  It was acknowledged that there would be some duplication as all partner libraries would need to cover major countries such as Russia and Poland to satisfy local demand.


RB volunteered to develop a matrix showing the strengths and weaknesses of the partners’ collections based on PC’s work for FLaG and IW’s recent audit of BL central and East European holdings.  She would aim to complete it by Spring 2007.  Once complete, the Group would approach a leading expert in Russian law, Prof. William Butler of UCL, for his advice.  Prof. Butler has an extensive private collection of Russian legal materials which would need to be factored into the national level development work.


ACTION:  RB

PC agreed to create a spreadsheet displaying the Central and East European holdings of the FLARE partners as a basis for RB’s work.  He would include all former communist countries.


ACTION: PC
8
BLDSC/IALS Journals Deduplication


JG reported that the proposal for BL to cancel a set of low use foreign legal journals and refer reader enquiries and inter-library loan requests to the IALS Library had been sent to the newly formed Content Strategy Implementation Group for consideration and decision.  It was agreed that this issue should now be dropped from the FLARE agenda until a response was received from the Group.

9
Update of FLaG Database


JW undertook to bid for funds to be allocated in the IALS 2007/08 budget to cover the costs of updating the FLaG database.  PC agreed to take on the work and to provide an estimate of time required and remuneration expected.  JW also undertook to discuss costs of upgrading the FLaG operating software with Steve Whittle (IALS) and bid for monies to cover them.


ACTION:  JW/PC
10
Any Other Business

10.1
IALS/BL Concordat


The Concordat between the BL and the IALS has now expired.  JW explained to the Group that he is keen to renew it as the School of Advanced Studies at the University of London is actively developing its relationship with the national library.  JG suggested that he should take this forward with the new Head of Social Sciences Research and Collections at the BL, Jude England.  JW also reported that he is currently preparing a report on activities under the original Concordat for the BL.


ACTION:  JW
10
Date of Next Meeting


Wednesday 7th February 2007 at the British Library St Pancras Building at 13:00.

J.M. Grimshaw

October 31st 2006

