FOREIGN LAW RESEARCH GROUP
Meeting November 11th 2009, Room Y, British Library, 13:00-15:00
Present: J. Winterton (JW), Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Library, R. Bird (RB), Bodleian Law Library, L. Young, (LY), Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Library, P. Clinch (PC), Cardiff University Law Library, J. Grimshaw (JG), British Library, I. Wollner (IW), British Library, J. Sims (JS), British Library, S. Spells (SS), SOAS

1
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


D. Wills (DW), Squire Law Library

2
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING

2.1
Minutes were agreed

2.2
Matters Arising
2.2.1
Upgrade of Moys Classification


SS reported that Saur had agreed to publish the new edition of Moys, with royalties paid to BIALL.  The editorial board would be led by Diane Morris, assisted by Helen Garner, Caroline O’Sullivan, Jacqueline Elliott (Australia) and Mac Elrod (Canada).  The board had put out a call for suggested updates via the Moys discussion list, which had elicited no response.  RB undertook to seek to persuade the BIALL Council to offer an honorarium to the editorial board members to encourage more interest.
ACTION:  RB
2.2.2
Debate on the Future of the National Foreign and International Law Collection

RB reported that she had extracted the questions posed in her SSRN article and suggested sending them out in questionnaire form to the BIALL academic list.  The Questions were tabled for consideration.

2.2.3
Distribution of Responsibility for Australian Law


RB reported that responsibility for collecting Australian law would be shared between IALS, the Bodleian Law Library, and the Squire Law Library.  Representatives of the three libraries would meet in January 2010 to discuss the split in detail.  It was intended to make savings by eliminating duplicate holdings of print versions of law reports, legislation and digests.  Members of the three institutions would be allowed access to the holding library.  RB agreed to inform JS of the outcome of the discussions.
ACTION: RB

2.2.4
Oxford Law Faculty Members Information seeking Behaviour


RB agreed to circulate the report of research into the information seeking behaviour of law faculty members to the group.
ACTION: RB
2.2.5
FLARE Union List of European Gazettes

JW reported that he had obtained a grant from the Dean’s Development Fund to convert the FLARE Union List into a searchable database.

2.2.6
FLARE Index to Treaties

The Index continues to be well used and received 8,543 visits between April and October 2009.  It was agreed that updating could be postponed until academic financial year 2010/11.
3
UPDATE ON RELEVANT INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

Group members gave brief verbal reports on significant developments at their institutions.

4
DISTRIBUTED NATIONAL COLLECTION OF LEGAL GAZETTES
4.1
Deposit of Material at the BL

JG reported that the latest tranche of legal gazettes surplus to IALS requirements had been physically transferred to the BL and were in temporary storage at the Woolwich repository awaiting processing.  It was noted the changes in holdings would need to be fed into the FLaRE Union List and the next FLaG Update.
ACTION: JG/LY
4.2
Revision of FLaRE Union List of European Gazettes


IW reported that she had completed checking jurisdictions from Albania to Lithuania and had sent the revisions to LY.  Major jurisdictions such as Poland and Russia remained to do. She was concerned that the length of the gazette runs available online had been reduced for some jurisdictions, including Hungary.  This development called into question the wisdom of moving to reliance on online versions for long term access.


LY reported that the amendments required following JG’s check of the records for West European gazettes had been implemented.


It was agreed that PC would refer to the Union List when updating the FLaG database
ACTION: PC
5
IMPACT OF SERIALS CANCELLATIONS AT THE BL

See 3.4 above

6
FLaG DATABASE UPDATE

It was agreed that this would be funded by the IALS.  PC said that he would be available to start the work early in 2010 and would aim to complete it by June.  It was agreed that BL holdings would be checked late on account of the serials cancellation exercise.  JS reported that an intern might be available to check BL holdings.  If not, PC said he could visit to help.  He could also visit the Bodleian Law Library and SOAS to help if required.  
7
DEBATE ON FUTURE OF NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FOREIGN LEGAL MATERIALS


It was agreed that, in order to contact the practitioner community, JS should write a short article for the Law Society Newsletter asking for feedback on their need for access to foreign legal materials.  JS undertook to circulate a draft for comment by the group.
ACTION: JS  

It was also agreed that the short questionnaire drafted by RB should be refined and circulated to the BIALL academic list in the New Year in Survey Monkey format, with a short introduction to the work of FLaRE added.   RB undertook to send out a draft for comment by group members within four weeks of the meeting.
ACTION: RB

8
INNS OF COURT LIBRARIES


JW and RB explained that the Inns of Court Libraries, which hold foreign law collections of national significance, are facing major changes, including a possible merger of the Inner and Middle Temple Libraries.  They are private libraries, and the collections can only be consulted by non-members by appointment.  The merger would involve discarding of duplicates and of print materials available electronically, which might be donated to FLaRE members.  JW said that he had been approached by Ms M. Clay from the Inner Temple to discuss ways and means of their engaging more closely with the work of FLaRE.  A range of options were discussed, and the group agreed that JW should meet with Ms Clay and Guy Holborn, Librarian at Lincoln’s Inn, to explore them
9
AOB

9.1
FLARE MINUTES

It was agreed that, in order to reduce the workload of the Group Secretary, members should submit their institutional updates electronically in advance of meetings.  These could then be filed as appendices to the minutes.

9.2
Oriental Scholar


JG asked if any group members had trialled the Oriental Scholar database of full text journals, including legal gazettes, from South Asia and Africa.  Group members were interested, but none had seen the database.  JG undertook to copy and distribute the flyer to the group.

13
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Feb. 17th 2009 at 13:00 at the BL.

J.M. Grimshaw
November 13th 2009
