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The website contains databases 
of decisions of the Privy Council, 
House of Lords and the Court of 
Appeal, the Scottish Court of 
Session and the Irish Supreme 
Court and other courts and 
tribunals, from recent years and 
leading cases from earlier years.
 
Case transcripts 
 

 
 
There are options to search in a 
particular jurisdiction or tribunal. 
New cases are loaded on the 
day of release. Recent 
decisions, additions, new cases 
of interest and most-downloaded 
decisions are identified on the 
service. 
  

 
 
 

 
Leading cases by subject 
 
BAILII makes a collection of leading 
cases from the past identified by the 
legal academic community available 
on the Internet to support legal 
education.  
 
www.bailii.org/openlaw/ 
 

 
 
BAILII offers a series of simple 
search and browse screens 
supported by advanced query 
options. The case transcripts are 
fully searchable and downloadable 
as RTF documents.  
 
LawCite 
 

 
 
The LawCite search facility on 
BAILII provides a quick and effective 
way to trace case references in 
other case transcripts and reports, 
law journal articles and law reform 
reports across jurisdictions. 
 
www.bailii.org/form/search_lawcite.h
tml 
 
 
 

 
BAILII, the British and Irish 
Legal Information Institute 
www.bailii.org hosted at the 
Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies, London provides 
free and frequently updated 
online access to British and 
Irish case law and 
legislation, European Union 
case law, Law Commission 
reports and other law-related 
British and Irish material.  
 
 
Access to Freely Available 
British and Irish Public Legal 
Information  
 
Identified as one of the top 
100 essential websites  
 
by the Guardian newspaper 
 
 
BAILII is a non-profit making 
charitable trust which builds 
and operates a web 
database of full text primary 
legal materials without 
charge on the Internet. 

BAILII maximises access to 
this key information to 
promote justice and the rule 
of law which in turn support 
liberty, responsibility and 
understanding. 
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Privy Council decisions
 
A large collection of judgments 
of the Privy Council, including 
historical and significant 
decisions for many 
Commonwealth countries, is 
being digitised for inclusion in 
BAILII’s Privy Council Decisions 
database 
www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKPC/.  
 
The BAILII database contains all 
decisions of the Privy Council 
from 1996 onwards and selected 
historical decisions from 1809 
onwards. 
 

 
Legislation 
 
BAILII databases offer access to 
legislation for the UK, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Ireland as passed. 
  

 
 
You can search the legislation 
databases using a simple query 
form and/or browse lists by year 
and title. 
 

 
UK Treaties Library 
 

 
 
Contains treaty information provided 
by the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office (FCO) as web documents in 
the BAILII search interface. 
 
Other material 
 
Includes: books, journals and 
reports and consultation papers 
from law reform bodies   
 

 
 
Citations 
 
Guidance on the official neutral 
citation system which was 
introduced for the UK in January 
2001. 
 

 
 

 
BAILII is based at IALS and 
has been supported by a 
number of major sponsors 
and is assisted by many 
other organisations and 
individuals. It is one of a 
“family” of legal information 
institutes around the world 
and a member of the 
worldwide Free Access to 
Law Movement. 
 

 
 
Contacting and 
supporting BAILII: 
 
Please do contact us if you would 
like know more about BAILII or to 
donate to BAILII and assist in its 
mission to provide free access to 
British and Irish public legal 
information. Your help would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Joe Ury, BAILII Executive Director  
Joe.Ury@sas.ac.uk 
 
British and Irish Legal Information 
Institute 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
17 Russell Square 
London 
WC1B 5DR 
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