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In February IALS Library marked LGBTQ+ History Month with a display focusing on section 28 of the
Local Government Act 1988. In this article Laura Griffiths looks at the part the British Empire played in
criminalising same sex relationships and the role of libraries in preserving this history.  

IALS Library has a depressing amount of material about which an article for LGBTQ+ month could be
written. From Henry VIII’s need to penalise buggery to Kenya’s recent decision to uphold criminal charges
for consensual same sex relations, the situation for many members of the community throughout the
world remains bleak, and the sad role played by the British Empire in promulgating morality laws is a
national shame. 

Whilst the last capital punishment for homosexuality was carried out in Britain in 1835, our Empire
builders were, at the same time, codifying into the penal codes of the British Empire the criminalisation
of “…carnal intercourse against the order of nature….” – a vague and catch-all phrase covering any
spectrum of activity likely to offend the average straight-laced Victorian Gentleman. The proselytising and
censorious tone of the wording fit perfectly into the Christian Missionary ethos of nineteenth century
colonial outposts of the British Empire. Indeed, there is no explicit mention of homosexual activity, no
need to sully the readers eyes with such foul language. The wording is couched as to assume that all
right minded people (British, male, from the landed classes) will understand in their very bones what is
Right behaviour and what is Wrong behaviour. No need to spell it out… As was noted when s377 was
finally repealed in India (just a few short years ago) the wording reflected only “…the British Judeo-
Christian values of the time…”.

“… relate to an odious class of offences respecting which it is desirable that as
little as possible should be said…. We are unwilling to insert, either in the text,

or in the notes, any thing which could give rise to public discussion on this
revolting subject; as we are decidedly of the opinion that the injury which

would be done to the morals of the community by such discussion would far
more than compensate for any benefits which might be derived from

legislative measures framed with the greatest precision.” 
 

Thomas Macauley, Indian Penal Code (Pelham Richardson, 1838) Note M,
117.

 

The Rise and Fall of Section 377
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The Rise and Fall of Section 377

So well did section 377 reflect these values that it rapidly found its way into the majority of penal
codes within the African and Oceanic regions of the former Empire. Unlike other parts of the Empire
which had received the English Common Law and pre-existing strictures on sexual behaviour, here
we see ‘unspeakable behaviour’ being specifically coded into law.

And there, sadly, the law tended to stay, as the rest of the world progressed. The post war period saw
social and political revolutions, the collapse of the Empire, and the establishment of a Commonwealth
of independent nations completely free to self-legislate. Not long thereafter, the social and sexual
revolutions of 1960s Britain went on to be reflected in domestic law, and consensual same-sex
relations were decriminalised in 1967 – just a few years too late to have any effect on the millions of
LGBTQ+ people in the former Empire. 

Section 377 had a devastating impact on LGBTQ+ communities in many countries. The law led to
widespread discrimination, violence, and persecution. Many LGBTQ+ people were forced to live in
secrecy, or risk being arrested and imprisoned. The law also created a culture of fear and silence,
where LGBTQ+ people were unable to seek help or support, leading to a significant impact on public
health: many LGBTQ+ people were unable to access healthcare services, and were at a higher risk of
contracting sexually transmitted infections. The law also led to the stigmatization of LGBTQ+ people,
and created barriers to accessing education and employment.

Over the years, there have been many movements to repeal Section 377 in different countries. In
2009, the Delhi High Court in India ruled that Section 377 was unconstitutional, and decriminalised
homosexuality. However, this decision was later overturned by the Supreme Court of India in 2013,
leading to protests and outrage. In 2018, the Supreme Court of India once again overturned the law,
stating that it was discriminatory and violated the fundamental rights of LGBTQ+ people. This decision
was a major victory for LGBTQ+ rights, and has since inspired similar movements in other countries
that were once under British colonial rule. However, to date people are still living under the shadow
of s377 in Bangladesh, Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

The history of Section 377 is an important part of LGBTQ+ history, and libraries play a critical role in
preserving this history. Libraries serve as repositories of knowledge and information, and play a
crucial role in educating the public about the impact of the law on LGBTQ+ communities.
By retaining information on Section 377, libraries can help raise awareness about the struggles and
achievements of LGBTQ+ people in different parts of the world. Libraries can also provide a safe and
inclusive space for LGBTQ+ people to access information and resources, and help create a more
accepting and tolerant society.

The story of Section 377 is a reminder of the impact that colonialism has had on LGBTQ+
communities around the world. The law was a tool of oppression and discrimination, and led to the
persecution and marginalization of LGBTQ+ people. However, the movement to repeal Section 377 is
also a testament to the resilience and strength of LGBTQ+ communities.  
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Finding Legal Journal Articles for your Literature Review focuses on good
search techniques and how to identify the best databases for your topic. 

Our Introduction to Citing your Sources with OSCOLA covers how to cite
primary sources from the UK, how to cite foreign primary material, the rules
for citing secondary sources, and more. 

Formatting your Law Dissertation using MS Word, aims to help you to
produce a professional looking document with minimal formatting stress!

These training afternoons bring together three of our popular sessions to help
students to prepare for writing a postgraduate level law dissertation. 

All IALS Library academic members are welcome to attend. Please feel free to
attend the entire afternoon or part of the afternoon as best suits you.

Get Dissertation Ready training afternoons at
IALS Library

Worried about citing your work with OSCOLA? 
Our new OSCOLA Workshop is here to help
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Correct referencing of academic work is crucial for law students and researchers,
but we know that it can cause anxiety for some. In fact, correct use of OSCOLA is
the topic our reference librarians are asked about most frequently! 

To help our members avoid some of the dreaded pre-submission stress we have
developed a brand new OSCOLA Workshop. The Workshop provides an
opportunity to get practical, hands-on experience in a risk free environment. We
will focus on the areas that we find students most often have trouble with.  

27 March 2023, in-person at IALS Book a place 

28 March 2023, in-person at IALS Book a place 

Dates:

27 February 2023, in-person at IALS Book a place

07 March 2023, Zoom webinar Book a place

Dates:

https://libcal.ials.sas.ac.uk/calendar/ials-library-training/oscola27mar
https://libcal.ials.sas.ac.uk/calendar/ials-library-training/oscola28mar
https://libcal.ials.sas.ac.uk/calendar/ials-library-training/dissertation-ready-27Feb
https://libcal.ials.sas.ac.uk/calendar/ials-library-training/dissertation-ready-07Mar


Remote Access to IALS E-resources 

Academic members of IALS Library continue to have remote access to most of our subscription e-
resources (e.g., legal databases, eBook packages and e-journal packages). 

Please see IALS Law Databases for the complete alphabetical list and details on how to access. 

E-resource updates

The Oxford Encyclopedia of EU Law

The Oxford Encyclopedia of EU Law is now available via the Oxford Public International Law platform. 

The Encyclopedia includes original analysis of EU law and entries include bibliographies with useful
suggestions for further reading and research. 

Onsite and remote access is available to all academic members of the library.

Access via the IALS Catalogue at - Oxford Encyclopedia of EU Law
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The IBFD Online Book Library

We now have access to the IBFD Online Book Library via the IBFD Tax Research Platform.
There are currently over 300 online books available, covering a variety of topics such as Transfer
Pricing, Tax Treaties, VAT, Corporate Taxation and Tax Law, and the collection will continue to grow as
new material is published.

Onsite access is available to all IALS Library academic members. 

Offsite access is available to IALS & SAS staff, fellows and students, and University of London law staff
and postgraduate students.

Access via the IALS Catalogue at - IBFD Online   

E-resources - Dalia Maoz-Michaels, 
Senior Library Assistant (Cataloguing &

Acquisitions)
 

https://ials.sas.ac.uk/search-law-databases
http://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4453309~S6
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b3047460~S6


Books news

Highlights from our recent book acquisitions.
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Ludic Ubuntu Ethics: Decolonizing Justice
Mechthild Nagel (Routledge, 2023)

This book looks at African and Indigenous justice practices and proposes new relational justice models.
Five different conceptions of justice are analysed, both negative (e.g. shaming) and positive (mediation) in
approach. The book is aimed at readers interested in progressing beyond reintegrative shaming or
restorative justice theories.

Goode and Gullifer on Legal Problems of Credit and Security, 7th ed.
Louise Gullifer (ed.) (Sweet & Maxwell, 2023)

This book clearly explains the fundamental concepts of common law in the context of secured
transactions, explaining topics such as attachment, set-off, fixed and floating charges, and financial
collateral. A student edition is scheduled to be published in the summer.

Outrageous! The Story of Section 28 and Britain’s Battle for LGBT Education
Paul Baker (Reaktion Books, 2022)

On 24th May 1988 Section 28 came into force, forbidding local authorities from teaching “the
acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship”. Outrageous! provides the background
to the Act, discusses contemporary press coverage, and outlines the protest movements leading to the
law’s repeal in 2003.

 The United States Space Force and the future of American Space Policy: Legal and Policy
Implications
Jeremy Grunert (Brill Nijhoff, 2022)

The 18th volume in Brill’s Studies in space law series explores the legal context of military space
activities, the history of American space policy, and state space interactions during and after the cold
war.

Cybercrime and Digital Forensics: An Introduction, 3rd ed.
Thomas J. Holt, Adam M. Bossler, Kathryn C. Siegfried-Spellar (Routledge, 2022)

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to cybercrime, pulling together literature on the different
types, investigation and detection, and the wider role of technology in facilitating criminal activity. The
third edition has added chapters on cyberwarfare and the Dark Web.

David Percik, Information Resources
Manager



New open access book edited by Carl F. Stychin, Director of the Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies

While there has been an abundance of scientific works on the COVID-19
crisis, there has been relatively little research to date from the
humanities. This striking new book seeks to address the immediacy of
COVID-19 by focusing on the implications of the virus in a wider
interdisciplinary context – through the lens of the law, history, ethics,
technology, economics and gender studies.
 
From Europe to South America, Asia and beyond, Law, Humanities and
the COVID Crisis sets out a framework for understanding the COVID-19
virus beyond its epidemiological constraints, asking us to question the
very definition of what it means to be human. Researchers from around
the world offer their critical reflections on the past, present, and future
of this period of sociocultural upheaval and the tremendous suffering
that has laid bare fundamental imbalances in our society. Featuring
essays on public welfare versus private interest, violence against
women, mask compliance, conspiracy theories and national security
laws, this book is a significant contribution to understanding our new
'post-COVID' landscape, and the future yet to come.

News produced in PDF format by Lindsey Caffin, Principal Library Assistant - IALS Digital
 

News compiled and distributed to UK law schools and libraries by: 
Alice Tyson Access Librarian
 Institute of Advanced Legal Studies
 University of London 
17 Russell Square 
London 
WC1B 5DR

 E-mail: alice.tyson@sas.ac.uk 

Telephone: 020 7862 5790

New Publications
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Law, Humanities and the COVID Crisis

mailto:alice.tyson@sas.ac.uk
mailto:alice.tyson@sas.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/advancedlegalstudies/
https://www.instagram.com/ials_law/
https://ials.blogs.sas.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/IALS_law
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/publications/law-humanities-and-covid-crisis

