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About the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies

The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS) supports and 
promotes legal research in its broadest sense, both nationally and 
internationally, provides services to the law schools of the University 
of London, and brings together the academic and the practising  
legal professions for the benefit of the legal system as a whole. 

Founded in 1947, it houses specialist research centres 
and innovative partnerships and is home to an active 
community of researchers, fellows, and postgraduate 
students. It promotes new research agendas in specialist 
and interdisciplinary areas of law that directly affect policy 
and practice. It provides research training and online 
resources, a meeting place for organisations and legal 
scholars from around the world, one of the UK’s great legal 
research libraries, and a busy programme of seminars and 
public events. It is one of nine member institutes of the 
School of Advanced Study at the University of London. 

The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies is a major 
national and international meeting place for academic 
legal researchers. It provides a diverse and engaging 
programme of academic events along with dedicated 

research space, meeting rooms, lecture halls, and other 
social spaces that facilitate collaboration, networking, 
and knowledge exchange. Its internationally renowned 
library provides a shared resource for legal researchers 
and attracts more than 6,000 scholars each year from the 
UK and abroad. The Institute’s iconic building on Russell 
Square is a ‘home from home’ for legal scholars and 
students, who enrich the intellectual life of the Institute 
and University. 

Learn more about the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies: 
ials.sas.ac.uk

Follow us on Twitter (@IALS_law) and Facebook  
(@advancedlegalstudies)
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It is my great pleasure to 
introduce my first Annual 
Review as director of the 
Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies. I joined the Institute 
on 1 January 2019 and it 
has been an eventful and 
enjoyable year for all of us at 
IALS. The multimillion-pound 
refurbishment of Charles Clore 
House—the Transformation 
Project—continues and I 
am pleased to report that its 
progress remains on time and 
on budget. The benefits of 

the refurbishment are apparent and the unanimous verdict 
is that it is proving to be a great success. We are extremely 
grateful to the Clore Duffield Foundation and the chair of the 
Foundation, Dame Vivien Duffield, for their generous financial 
support.  

Despite the demands (and inevitable disruption) of the 
Transformation Project, the Institute had a highly successful 
and productive year, once again fulfilling its national mission 
of promoting and facilitating legal research. During the 
2018–19 academic year, the Institute hosted 66 training 
events and 63 other academic events including lectures, 
seminars, and conferences. More than 100 of these were 
free to attend. We welcomed more than 400 speakers to 
these events and nearly 5,000 attendees. More than 6,000 
researchers visited the IALS Library, including scholars from 
30 countries. On its busiest day the Library hosted over 1,000 
individual visits.

Highlights from our extensive series of events are featured 
in this Review, including a very enjoyable and stimulating 
evening of William Twining in conversation with Professor 
David Sugarman, the annual lecture and conference of the 
Information Law and Policy Centre, and this year’s Hamlyn 
Lecture, featuring the distinguished legal historian Professor 
Sir John Baker QC. 

IALS Digital continued to develop its open access initiatives. I 
am pleased that 2019 marked the relaunch of Amicus Curiae 
as a fully open access journal. The ongoing, highly successful 
collaboration with the British and Irish Legal Information 
Institute is another highlight. 

I would like to congratulate all those who graduated from 
our taught and research degree programmes this year. It is 
a great pleasure for me to engage with our students and to 
meet our alumni. These encounters remind me of the very 
high esteem in which IALS is held throughout the world. 

The past year has also been noteworthy for a number of 
arrivals and departures at the Institute. I want particularly 
to pay tribute to the contribution of Monica Humble and 
Belinda Crothers, two of our long-serving colleagues. I also 
wish to express my gratitude to Lord Carnwath, who stepped 
down this year as Chair of our Advisory Council. Although 
we worked together for a relatively short time, I benefited 
greatly from his wise advice on the management of the 
Institute. It was a pleasure to welcome an old friend of the 
Institute, Lord Lloyd-Jones, as the new Chair of the Advisory 
Council this past October. I was also delighted to welcome 
our new director of postgraduate research students, Dr 
Colin King. Colin brings great expertise in the law of financial 
crime to the Institute and has already made a tremendous 
contribution in a very short time.  

Finally, I want to formally express my appreciation to my 
predecessor as director, Jules Winterton, who has been an 
enormous source of support, guidance, and friendship. 
Thanks to Jules, I have inherited the stewardship of an 
extremely well-managed organisation that possesses great 
clarity of purpose and vision. As a consequence, it has 
been an absolute privilege for me to serve as its director 
throughout the past year. 

Carl Stychin

Director

From the Director

Carl Stychin
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IALS Library renews 
collaboration agreement 
with the British Library

The British Library and the IALS Library have recently 
renewed their longstanding collaboration agreement in 
a new Memorandum of Understanding. The IALS Library 
has cooperated with the British Library for many years, 
particularly in the acquisition of foreign legal materials 
and in the FLARE Group of major UK law libraries. British 
Library staff and users benefit from access to IALS 
expertise in foreign legal materials and from specialist 
research training workshops provided by IALS Library 
staff. Both libraries, along with the Socio-Legal Studies 
Association, have also organised a number of successful 
joint national training days for UK researchers.

FLARE Group promotes 
accessibility and expertise of 
legal materials
Following its reactivation, the FLARE Group of major 
UK law libraries met in 2019 to discuss collaboration 
and recent acquisitions. FLARE comprises the major UK 
libraries that collect foreign law materials, including the 
IALS Library, the Bodleian Law Library (Oxford), the Squire 
Law Library (Cambridge), the British Library, SOAS, and the 
Inns of Court libraries. It works to improve the coverage 
and accessibility of foreign legal materials at the national 
level and to raise expertise in their use. 

IALS celebrates ten years of 
the BIALL–IALS Foreign and 
International Law Course
A one-day training course for law librarians on sources for 
foreign and international law research has been hosted 
periodically at IALS for the last ten years under the aegis of 
the British and Irish Association of Law Librarians (BIALL). 
IALS Librarian David Gee developed the idea with the aim 
of fostering collaboration between the IALS Library, the 
Bodleian Law Library (Oxford), and the Squire Law Library 
(Cambridge). The course raises awareness of the foreign 
and international law collections at these libraries and 
makes the expertise of their specialist librarians available 
to the wider profession. The course was offered for the 
sixth time in January 2020 and included presentations on 
international law research and on American, European, 
Latin American, Asian, and African law sources. The course 
attracts participants from law firms, academic libraries, the 
Inns of Court, and government departments. 
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Global South Writing Workshop 
returns to Ghana Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies
The Ghana Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (GIALS) in 
Accra hosted a socio-legal writing workshop in October 
2019, part of a series organised by Cardiff Law and Global 
Justice and funded by the British Academy. IALS Director 
Carl Stychin attended in his capacity as editor of Social 
& Legal Studies: An International Journal. He was joined 
by Professor Diamond Ashiagbor (Kent), an IALS Senior 
Associate Research Fellow who represented the journal 
Feminist Legal Studies, and Professor John Harrington 
(Cardiff ), representing the Journal of Law and Society. The 
event was hosted by GIALS director Victor Chimbwanda, 
who is currently a doctoral student at IALS working on the 
reform of legal education in Africa. The workshop brought 
together early career scholars from a wide range of 
institutions and geographical locations in Africa. Together, 
they explored the relationship between ‘local’ and the 
‘global’ with a focus on the limitations of traditional 
western legal paradigms. The workshop provided an 
opportunity for exchanges on the meaning, content, 
methodology, and application of socio-legal studies. It 
also considered journal editorial processes and included 
the opportunity to work on draft research papers. One 
highlight of the event was the keynote lecture of Professor 
S.K.B. Asante, who helped participants interrogate key 
concepts such as cultural tradition, globalisation, and legal 
pluralism. Professor Asante, who holds a Master of Laws 
degree from the University of London, spoke with great 
affection of his time at the Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies, which he has frequently supported through the 
donation of his books.  

Society of Advanced Legal 
Studies and Amicus Curiae take 
new forms
The past year was a time of transformation for the 
Institute’s Society of Advanced Legal Studies (SALS) and 
its journal, Amicus Curiae. SALS has returned to its original 
role as a dedicated group of ‘friends’ of the Institute. To this 
end, a new advisory group has been established under 
the leadership of Professor Tony Bradney. The group will 
help develop a programme of SALS-badged events that 
will be of interest to a wide audience. A newsletter will 
be published to coincide with the termly publication 
of Amicus Curiae. To streamline the Society’s structure, 
membership categories have been simplified to Fellow 
and Student Member. All current Associate and Honorary 
Fellows thus become Fellows. Student Members become 
Fellows on the completion of their studies. 

A new series of Amicus 
Curiae marked its relaunch 
in October with a new 
editor, Professor Michael 
Palmer, IALS Senior 
Associate Research Fellow, 
and a new production 
editor, Marie Selwood. In 
keeping with the Institute’s 
remit of widening access 
to law resources and 
materials, it is now an 
open access publication. 
Its mission of delivering 

timely, original, and relevant scholarship for a broad 
community of readers remains unchanged. The Institute 
thanks retiring editor Julian Harris for his dedication to 
the journal, the numerous consultant editors who have 
supported the journal since its inception, and the many 
authors who have provided outstanding content. 
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Professor Sir John Baker QC 
presents Hamlyn Lecture Series

‘English Law Under 
Two Elizabeths’ was 
the subject of the 2019 
Hamlyn Lectures delivered 
by Sir John Baker QC. 
Comparative law is 
generally understood as 
involving the comparison 
of contemporary legal 
systems in different 
countries. Professor 
Baker’s lectures were an 

experiment in a different kind of comparative law, a 
comparison over time between two systems operating 
within the same country at a distance of nearly half a 
millennium. 

The first lecture, held at the University of Cambridge 
and chaired by Professor David Ibbetson, President of 
Clare Hall, surveyed some of the main features of English 
law in the time of Elizabeth I. Criminal law was not the 
concern of practitioners and trials were unsophisticated. 
The civil legal system was more accessible than today, 
since litigation was less expensive, and habeas corpus 
was beginning to provide remedies against governmental 
authority. Contemporaries, especially when looking 
back from the time of James I, regarded the reign of 
Elizabeth as a golden age in which personal freedom 
flourished under the rule of law. Every educated person 
knew something of the law, though its dominant branch 
(the law of real property) was complex and fraught with 
controversy. 

The second lecture, which took place at the University 
of Reading and was chaired by Dr Ian Williams (UCL), 
addressed changes in the character and function of 
legislation, and considered whether statute has finally 
eclipsed common law. The reign of Elizabeth I fell in the 
middle of the Age of Common Law. The basic principles of 
law were attributed to timeless natural reason. Legislation 
was a gloss upon it and regarded as less perfect. The reign 
of Elizabeth II, on the other hand, falls well within the Age 
of Statute. The law is seen as a vast body of legislation and 
regulation, now accessible only via the internet, resulting 
from political decisions focused on the short term and 

befogged by endless tinkering. Professor Baker argued 
that this contrast, even if it rings true, is exaggerated. 

His third lecture, held at Senate House, University of 
London, and chaired by The Rt Honourable the Lord 
Judge, looked back from the present. The criminal law 
still includes some major common-law offences, such as 
murder and manslaughter; it is now less severe but more 
complex. Much of the common law of contract and tort 
still rests on Elizabethan foundations. So do the principles 
of administrative law. But there have been major changes 
in the civil legal system. Debt collection, which rarely 
troubles the superior courts, is essentially timeless. On the 
other hand, contentious litigation is less often conducted 
between ordinary people—who can no longer afford it—
and more typically takes the form of vertical claims against 
authority. Civil juries have gone and the law courts are 
less familiar to the general public than 400 years ago; the 
law itself is arguably less accessible as well. The lectures 
concluded with the question of what has been gained 
and lost since the first Elizabethan age.

The Hamlyn Trust was created by Miss Emma Hamlyn in 
memory of her father, a solicitor and Justice of the Peace 
in Torquay, Devon. The object of the Trust is to further 
knowledge and understanding of the law, and this is 
achieved through an annual series of public lectures 
by distinguished judges, legal practitioners, academic 
lawyers, and other eminent speakers. The first of these 
lectures was given by Lord Denning in 1949. Cambridge 
University Press has published the lectures since 2005.
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Dr Colin King named Director of 
Postgraduate Research Students

Dr Colin King joined the Institute as 
Director of Postgraduate Research 
Students at the beginning of 
October 2019. He was formerly at 
the School of Law, University of 
Sussex, where he co-founded the 
Sussex Crime Research Centre. 
Before joining Sussex in 2015, Colin 

taught at the University of Manchester and the University 
of Leeds. He received his LLB in Law and European Studies, 
as well as his PhD, from the University of Limerick. Colin has 
recently published two books, The Handbook of Criminal 
and Terrorism Financing Law (2018) and Negotiated Justice 
and Corporate Crime: The Legitimacy of Civil Recovery and 
Deferred Prosecution Agreements (2018). His comparative 
analysis of civil recovery in Ireland and the UK will be 
published by Oxford University Press. He is also working on 
a British Academy-funded project titled ‘Corruption, Dirty 
Capital, and the London Property Market’ and holds an 
AHRC Leadership Fellowship for empirical research on civil 
recovery law and practice. 

David Gee appointed IALS 
Librarian

David Gee was promoted to the 
role of IALS Librarian in January 
2019. He has worked for more than 
30 years in academic libraries and 
legal information management 
and was previously IALS Deputy 
Librarian. He is the current secretary 
of the International Association of 
Law Libraries and an officer of its 

Board. He was a member of the British and Irish Association 
of Law Librarians Council and the CPD25 Steering Group 
(the training arm of the M25 Consortium of university 
libraries in the London area). He was also a member of the 
editorial board of Legal Information Management for many 
years and has published extensively in professional journals. 
David has been a Visiting Fellow at the Max Planck Institute 

for Comparative and International Private Law in Hamburg. 
He holds an honours degree in history and an MA in 
international history from the London School of Economics, 
and a Postgraduate Diploma in Librarianship. He is also a 
CMI Chartered Manager.

Laura Griffiths promoted to 
Academic Services Manager

Laura Griffiths was promoted to the 
post of Academic Services Manager 
in May 2019 and now leads the 
staff teams and library activities 
of the Academic Services section, 
the commercial Document Supply 
Service, and the Library Administrative 

Office. She is also responsible for the library-wide desk 
rotas and for the library casual staff. Laura has an MA (Hons) 
in philosophy from Dundee University and joined IALS 
Library for one year as a Graduate Trainee Library Assistant 
in 2000. She then studied at Strathclyde University and was 
awarded a Postgraduate Diploma in Librarianship. She has 
worked as an Information Officer at Lawrence Graham LLP 
(now Gowling WLG) where she spent several years refining 
her legal research skills before returning to IALS Library to 
join the reference team as Academic Services Librarian.

Clare Cowling rejoins IALS as 
Archivist

Clare Cowling rejoined the IALS 
as Archivist in August. Clare had 
previously worked as IALS Archivist 
and Records Manager from1999 to 
2002, during which time she set up 
the IALS Archives and the Records 
of Legal Education Archives (now 
part of IALS Archives). Clare was an 

archivist in Australia before coming to the UK. She has been 
the records manager for the Law Society, the Solicitors’ 
Regulation Authority, and Transport for London. She has 
also undertaken three legal records research projects: Legal 
Records in the Commonweath, Records of Legal Education, 
and Legal Records at Risk. 
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Belinda Crothers and Monica 
Humble retire after outstanding 
service 
In late 2019, two key members of the Institute’s 
administrative team retired after long and outstanding 
service. Between them, they have nearly 70 years’ 
experience working at IALS.  

Belinda Crothers, Academic 
Programmes Manager, joined 
the Institute in August 1988 
having worked in the University’s 
Examinations Department and 
Central Registry and at the 
Institute of Education. Her wide-
ranging job description at the 
time included the organisation 

of public events, conferences, seminars, study groups, 
workshops, and timetabling for the very large University of 
London intercollegiate LLM. Belinda developed her duties 
into the whole range of academic programming, including 
themes and topics, and built an unrivalled knowledge 
of the academic expertise, areas of interest, and delivery 
styles of speakers. Directors of IALS and many speakers and 
conference organisers from around the UK and beyond 
relied with confidence on her determination, perseverance, 
and practical good sense in both the planning and running 
of events.   

Monica Humble, Finance Officer, 
joined the Institute in March 
1981, originally as Accounts 
Assistant and Cashier. She carried 
the Institute through many 
reorganisations of the University’s 
accounting practices and the 
automation of procedures. Her 
knowledge of the Institute and 

its activities combined with her understanding of wider 
University financial processes was invaluable both to the 
Institute and the University in facilitating their academic 
missions. Monica combined a professional approach to her 
work, an eagle eye for detail, and a tactful and approachable 
nature that made her a reassuring presence for all Institute 
staff, not least the directors.  

Daly Sarcos named Training and 
Events Manager

In September 2019 Daly Sarcos was 
appointed to the post of Training and 
Events Manager, replacing Belinda 
Crothers, who has retired. Daly joins 
IALS after working at the Institute of 
Historical Research, where she was 
responsible for fellowships, and the 

School of Advanced Study’s Registry, where she served as 
admissions officer. Before joining the School, Daly worked 
at the Royal Academy of Music, where she managed all 
aspects of the pre- and post-award administration of 
scholarships and bursaries. In May 2015 she was elected 
an Honorary Associate of the Royal Academy of Music, a 
recognition awarded to those who have rendered signal 
service to the Academy. 

Justice Mary Newbury, private 
international law expert, named 
Inns of Court Fellow
Justice Mary Newbury of the British Columbia Court of 
Appeal joined IALS as its 2018–19 Inns of Court Fellow. 
Justice Newbury holds degrees from the University of 
British Columbia and Harvard University. She practiced as a 
corporate commercial lawyer in Vancouver, becoming the 
first woman associate and then the first woman partner at 
the law firm Ladner Downs. In 1983, Justice Newbury was 
appointed to the British Columbia Law Reform Commission, 
on which she served until her appointment to the British 
Columbia Supreme Court in 1991. She was elevated to 
the British Columbia Court of Appeal in 1995. During her 
time at IALS, Justice Newbury undertook research on the 
doctrine of ‘act of state’. She published her findings as an 
article, ‘Foreign Act of State—A Practical Guide from Buttes 
Gas to Belhaj’, which appeared in the Autumn 2019 issue of 
the Institute’s journal, Amicus Curiae. In the article, Justice 
Newbury traces the principle that a domestic court will not 
‘sit in judgment’ over the acts of foreign countries. In so 
doing, she provides a practical guide to the doctrine for use 
by other judges, who will usually come across act of state in 
the context of a motion to dismiss or strike out pleadings. 
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Work began in the autumn of 2018 to transform the 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies’ iconic building, Clore 
House, at 17 Russell Square. This is progressing well and is 
both on budget and on time for completion in 2020. IALS 
and its library remain open and in full operation, continuing 
its high level of services and extensive programme of 
events.

The IALS Transformation Project seeks to meet the 
changing needs of the building’s users. The IALS Library 
has been completely refurbished and redesigned. A new 
entrance on the second floor looks out over Russell Square. 
Natural light welcomes users on their arrival and the 
modern design of the study spaces creates a comfortable 
and quiet environment. The improved amenities include 
50 additional study desks, 38 private research carrels, two 
group study rooms, a group training room, a one-to-one 
reference advice room, a fully equipped special needs 
room with specialist software and PCs, informal seating 

IALS Transformation Project reaches milestones

areas, new desks and adjustable chairs, additional self-issue 
laptops, a new book security system, and improved IT 
services. The academic and administrative spaces on the 
fifth floor have also been redesigned and refurbished to 
meet the future needs of academic and administrative staff, 
fellows, and researchers. 

The national research collections, shelving, and concrete 
walls have been cleaned and smart new wooden panels 
have been attached to the ends of the metal shelving 
ranges. The outdated magnetic-strip book security system 
has been upgraded to the more effective RFID system, 
which is supported by new entrance and exit security gates 
and efficient book self-issue machines. 

In early 2018 the University of London approved £11.5 
million in funding towards the project. Burwell Architects 
was appointed, and Overbury PLC was named as the 
main building contractor. By January 2019, Overbury had 

Features
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successfully completed the refurbishment of the library’s 
fourth floor reading room and by July 2019 had refurbished 
the third floor reading room. In November 2019, the 
second floor was completed. The academic, administrative, 
and research offices on the fifth floor are expected to 
be completed by mid-2020. Necessary improvements 
to the building’s ageing plant equipment and services 
infrastructure are being undertaken in parallel with this 
work. The services infrastructure of the building has been 
replaced with new heating, cooling, ventilation, cabling, and 
Wi-Fi. Secondary glazing has been installed on every floor 
to reduce the impact of traffic noise. The entrance of the 
building has been enhanced with a new external lift that 
provides improved accessibility. 

Additional funding of £2 million for the project is currently 
being sought through a fundraising campaign led by the 
University’s Development Office. This will be used primarily 
to refurbish the library’s lower floors and archives room. 

Throughout the IALS Transformation Project, the building, 
seminar rooms, lecture theatre, and main reading rooms 
of the library have remained open. All library collections 
remain onsite and e-resources continue to be available to 
researchers. Research training sessions are offered in the 
building and law library staff are available for assistance and 
consultation. 

Read more: ials.sas.ac.uk/about/ials-transformation-project
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In the world of legislative drafting, change is a rare thing. 
Drastic change is even rarer. In the last two decades, 
the Sir William Dale Centre for Legislative Studies at IALS 
has made its mark in the field of legislative drafting not 
merely because it is the only academic unit specialising in 
the drafting of normative acts but also because it enjoys 
close links with governments, IGOs, and NGOs. It provides 
training and advising and has supported the development 
and application of new methods and techniques. Thus, the 
Centre was there when Ukraine asked DIFID for assistance 
with legislative drafting and when Rwanda switched from 
civil law to common law and asked Centre staff to train 17 
drafters with the help of the Africa Foundation and Matrix 
Chambers. The Centre was also there when United Nations 
Habitat requested training for their regional staff, town 
planners who needed assistance in drafting urban law 
bills. More recently, the Centre was asked to assist Greece 
in changing its legislative drafting system. The paragraphs 
that follow detail the Centre’s involvement in Europe’s 
most daring switch to a common law legislative drafting 
process—even though the country, Greece, remains a civil 
law jurisdiction.

It is very rare that a country will change its legislative 
drafting system. In the UK, for example, it last happened in 
1869, when the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office was created 
and the drafting of bills centralised. In the rest of Europe, 
legislative drafting has remained largely unchanged for 
the last 150 years. It was, therefore, a surprise when in 2018 
the current Greek Prime Minister, Kyriakos Mitsotakis, asked 
to meet with Constantin Stefanou, the director of the Sir 
William Dale Centre, and with IALS Fellow Helen Xanthaki 
(UCL) to discuss possible changes in the way Greece 
drafted its legislation. This was perhaps the more surprising 
because at the time Mr Mitsotakis was the leader of the 
opposition and the discussion rested on the assumption 
that he would become Prime Minister in the 2019 Greek 
general election. This is indeed what transpired and within 
months a new Act of Parliament, “On the Executive State”, 
introduced Europe’s greatest legislative drafting reform. 
In a civil law system, the Act created a Legislative Drafting 
Secretariat (the equivalent of an Office of Parliamentary 
Counsel) that would draft all primary legislation. Centralised 
legislative drafting is a feature of common law jurisdictions 

The Sir William Dale Centre assists Greece with legislative drafting 
reform 

(and a few mixed jurisdictions). Now the Greek government 
had introduced it within a civil law jurisdiction.. After a 
decade of dire economic recession, Greece wished to make 
sweeping changes to its economy and law-making system. 
It was perhaps fitting that the minister who brought the 
Act to Parliament was Professor George Gerapetritis, a 
former external examiner for the Insitute of Advanced 
Legal Studies’ LLM in Drafting Legislation, Regulation, and 
Policy (he resigned upon becoming a member of the Greek 
parliament). 

Greece’s new Legislative Drafting Secretariat needed 
staff and the staff needed training. Moreover, because 
centralised legislative drafting was new to Greece, the 
creation of “user manuals” for the civil servants involved in 
the work of the Secretariat was a necessity. The Sir William 
Dale Centre was, and still is, involved in both of these 
activities. Drs Stefanou and Xanthaki began the training 
sessions with a presentation and a two-day course in the 
Greek Parliament. At the same time, IALS experts began 
drafting the manuals. Dr Stefanou prepared a manual 
addressing post-legislative scrutiny of legislation. Dr 
Xanthaki worked with Centre lecturer Maria Mousmouti to 
produce a legislative drafting manual. Both manuals have 
been completed and presented to the Greek government 
as the training programme develops. 

For the Sir William Dale Centre, such a project is both an 
honour and a privilege. An honour, because the Centre 
was singled out by the Greek state as the most appropriate 
unit to assist with this difficult task. It is, in some respects, 
a formal public acknowledgement that the Centre has the 
relevant expertise. It is a privilege because the writing of 
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manuals is an uncommon activity for drafting experts. It 
requires them to marshal their knowledge and to apply 
their expertise and experience in ways that will have an 
immediate and long-lasting effect on a jurisdiction. In 
doing so the Centre’s experts used their existing skills and 
acquired new ones that will be used for the benefit of 
the Centre, its students, and future projects. The Centre’s 
work will take a few years to complete and may take many 
different forms: training, joint projects, and perhaps even 
new collaborations with the School of Law at the University 
of Athens. What is certain, though, is that after 20 years of 
work, the Centre’s international impact is becoming more 
visible, tangible, and valuable. 

Information Law and Policy 
Centre conference explores digital 
rights in post-Brexit Britain

The 2019 annual conference of the Institute’s Information 
Law and Policy Centre took ‘Digital Rights in Brexit: Changes 
and Challenges’ as its theme, bringing together an eclectic 
mix of academics and legal experts. A wide range of 
topics relating to digital rights in post-Brexit Britain were 
explored, including mass surveillance, accessibility rights, 
and immigration. In conjunction with the conference, 
the Centre launched a new ‘Spotlight Series’ on its blog, 
which will feature interviews and articles illuminating new 
research in information law and privacy from the UK and 
beyond. In one recent post, Dr Rachel Adams, postdoctoral 
researcher at the ILPC, answered questions about the 
annual conference.  

The annual conference, ‘Digital Rights in Brexit: 
Changes and Challenges’ explored, among other 
topics, mass surveillance, online harms, employment 
rights, and criminal justice. What were some of the 
key concerns raised about digital rights in post-Brexit 
Britain?

Given the date on which the conference was held (22 
November 2019), there was some political uncertainty 
as to how Brexit would unfold. While there is an overall 
commitment that the protection of digital rights, and 
particularly data and privacy rights, will not change after 
Brexit, many delegates at the conference expressed 
worry about the levels of protection post-Brexit. One of 
the key concerns relates to the role of the Information 
Commissioner’s Office, which, historically, has played a 
significant role in developing the data protection work of 
the European Commission. Ensuring that the ICO is well 
equipped with the necessary resources to fulfil all areas 
of its mandate will be important. Representatives from 
the ICO who attended the conference indicated that 
further input is required from the commercial sector and 
from experts to ensure the guidance they deliver is well 
informed. Another issue on the minds of the delegates: 
the high level of surveillance and state-led data collection 
taking place in the UK. They discussed the importance 
of promoting public debate around the normalisation of 
CCTV and other forms of state-led surveillance common in 
the UK.  

Dr Jeni Tennison OBE, who delivered the conference’s 
keynote lecture, suggested that the UK should lead 
the way in responsible technology and avoid adopting 
variants of American, EU, and Chinese models on 
dealing with data. What is a prime example of the UK’s 
leadership in ethical innovation? 

The UK government has done much to increase ethical 
innovation, for example by establishing the Centre for 
Data Ethics and Innovation. Two other initiatives that 
come to mind are the Open Data Institute, which is 
exploring models for data trusts in order to ethically 
and fairly share data between trusted partners, and the 
broader commitment the government has made to ethical 
innovation, artificial intelligence, and data processing 
in policies such as the House of Lords report, ‘AI: Ready, 
Willing and Able?’ This document includes commitments 
to including ethical innovation in school curricula 
and considerations of how ethical innovation can be 
incentivised. 
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‘Power’ in relation to data was a key concept that came 
up across numerous conference panels. What steps 
should the UK take to ensure accountability for the use 
of data?

Many of the concerns regarding the legal framework for 
ensuring accountability for the use of data relates to the 
Investigatory Powers Act. This Act, passed in 2016, effectively 
legalises a whole host of unethical mass surveillance 
practices. Addressing the shortcomings of this law will 
therefore be a critical step in promoting state accountability. 
In addition, ensuring broad discussion of surveillance and the 
problems it presents for individual and group privacy rights 
is also a necessary part of the equation of putting public 
pressure on the state to be more accountable. 

2019 WG Hart Workshop 
considers pension law, policy, 
and practice 
In June 2019, the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, 
Slaughter and May, and the UCL Faculty of Laws jointly held 
the WG Hart Legal Workshop ‘Pensions: Law, Policy, and 
Practice’. More than 80 academics discussed and debated 
public policy and legal practice in the pensions area. 

Nine sessions were held 
over the two days. The first 
began with a presentation 
by Scott Donald (UNSW) 
on the pension fund as 
a ‘virtual’ institution, in 
which he explained how 
network analysis can help 
identify nodes that are 
systematically important 
in the running of pension 
schemes but are often 
unmonitored by regulators. 

Charles Cameron (Slaughter and May) then examined the 
meaning of ‘prudence’ in trustee decision making and urged 
employers and trustees to engage in greater dialogue and 
information-sharing to help calibrate trustees’ exercise of 
their discretionary powers. Deborah Mabbett (Birkbeck) 
then critiqued the backward-looking outlook of most 
pension fund trustees, arguing that they are excessively 
concerned for the rights of existing members and 
insufficiently concerned for the rights of future members. 

In the second session, Brian Sloan (Cambridge) gave an 
overview of the impact of the ‘pension freedom’ reforms of 
2015 on the rules governing the assessment of liabilities to 
pay for social care, while Hilary Woodward and Rhys Taylor 
(Pensions Advisory Group) introduced the work of the PAG, 
which aims to provide better guidance on pension matters 
to parties see  king divorce settlements at the family court 
and to their legal advisers.

In the third session, David Pollard (Wilberforce Chambers) 
discussed whether the rules governing interpretation 
of pensions documents differs from the rules governing 
the interpretation of other legal documents, while Paul 
Davies (UCL) considered whether different rules govern the 
rectification of pensions documents as opposed to other 
legal documents.

In the fourth session, Lydia Seymour (Outer Temple 
Chambers) reviewed the recent firefighters’ and judicial 
pensions cases, in which the government’s recent 
rearrangements have fallen foul of the law against age 
discrimination. Alysia Blackham (Melbourne) then offered 
an analysis of the mandatory superannuation system in 
Australia and its implications for our normative discussions 
of ‘fairness’. 

The final session of the day was led by Sinéad Agnew (UCL), 
who gave a paper on the history of the use of the trust 
form in nineteenth-century pension schemes, arguing 
that Rowntree and Cadbury’s choice of the trust form 
at the turn of the twentieth century reflected a gradual 
rather than a revolutionary advance on previous scheme 
structures. Finally, Jo Grady (Sheffield) gave an overview of 
the Universities Superannuation Scheme dispute and the 
empowering effects this has had in encouraging members 
of the scheme to enter into dialogue with their employers. 

The second day of the conference opened with a paper 
by Jessica Hudson (UNSW) and Charles Mitchell (UCL) on 
the legal consequences of the flawed exercise of powers in 
pension schemes. This was followed by a paper from James 
Kolaczkowski (UWE) on the normative role and purpose of 
occupational pension schemes and their handling by courts 
in recent cases. 

In the second session of the day, Debbie Webb (Willis 
Towers Watson) introduced delegates to the recent history 
of actuarial practice, focusing on significant changes to 
the premises on which pension funding obligations are 
assessed as a result of 1990s legislation, and also on the 
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increased role of the regulator, following changes made in 
the 2000s. Paul F Brice (Grant Thornton) then presented an 
overview of the employer covenant and the bases on which 
employers can adjust their level of financial commitment 
to pension funds and the degree of investment risk 
undertaken by trustees. In the last paper of the session, 
Sandeep Maudgil (Slaughter and May) and Hans van 
Meerten (Utrecht) explained the extent to which the 
Netherlands uses collective defined contribution pension 
schemes, and the feasibility of introducing such schemes 
into the UK.

The final afternoon of the workshop began with a 
discussion by Bernard Casey (Social Economic Research) 
and Noel Whiteside (Warwick) of the phenomenon of 
members leaving (as opposed to opting out of ) pension 
schemes, a problem often caused by workers changing 
their employment status. Debora Price (Manchester) then 
spoke about the important and oft-neglected role of the 
state pension, which continues to provide the primary 
means of subsistence for a majority of people in old age, 
particularly women, given the persisting gender pensions 
gap that exceeds (and will continue to exceed) the gender 
pay gap. 

The last session saw a robust exchange between Lord Sales 
(UK Supreme Court), Alan Bogg (Bristol) and Mark Freedland 
(Oxford), and Dan Schaffer (Slaughter and May), on the 
meaning and desirability of recent cases in which the courts 
have drawn on public law principles to resolve pensions 
disputes. Lord Sales argued against such developments in 
his critique of IBM v Dalgleish, contending that the public 
law principles of legitimate expectations and ‘Wednesbury 
reasonableness’ are designed to resolve different types of 
problems, and that sufficient scope exists to develop private 
law principles to reach fair and justified results in pensions 
cases. Bogg and Freedland countered that rolling back the 
law in this way would undo the beneficial advances that 
have been made in recent years by the infiltration into 
employment law of public law doctrine. Schaffer argued 
that the Wednesbury irrationality standard identified in the 
Braganza case leaves decision makers with an appropriate 
degree of discretion and provides a certain principle on the 
basis of which clear legal advice can be provided to trustees.

Conference delegates contributed their own insights to all 
of these discussions in the open sessions that followed each 
presentation, and the wide variety of perspectives they 
brought to bear on these made for a highly stimulating and 

thought-provoking event. Participants were introduced to 
new ways of thinking about familiar problems and agreed 
that interdisciplinarity of this kind is a significant aid to 
understanding and innovative thinking. 

The conference organisers, Sinéad Agnew, Paul Davies and 
Charles Mitchell, will publish the proceedings as an edited 
volume in 2020.
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Jurist in Context: William Twining in Conversation with David Sugarman

In May 2019, Professor William Twining discussed his 
intellectual memoir, Jurist in Context (Cambridge University 
Press, 2019), in conversation with Professor David Sugarman. 
Jurist in Context addresses topics that have been central 
to Professor Twining’s life and research, including the 
complexities of decolonisation, the troubles in Belfast, the 
contextual turn in legal studies, rethinking evidence, and 
law and globalisation. It advances a particular conception 
of jurisprudence that contributes to the academic discipline 
of law in several important ways and offers a window on 
legal academic praxis from one of the most influential 
figures in British legal education during the last sixty years. 
It also provides a clear, vivid, and often amusing context for 
Professor Twining’s other writings. Addressed to academic 
lawyers and non-specialists alike, the book underscores 
the importance of a discipline that is expanding and 
diversifying, with an eye to its future development and 
potential.    

The event was chaired by Professor Carl Stychin, director of 
the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, who welcomed the 
large and distinguished audience to IALS. He introduced 
Professors Twining and Sugarman, describing both as well 
known internationally. Professor Twining is Quain Professor 
of Jurisprudence Emeritus at UCL, a leader of the Law in 
Context movement, and a hugely influential contributor to 
legal education, evidence, jurisprudence and globalisation 

and law. Professor Sugarman is Professor of Law Emeritus 
at Lancaster University and a Senior Associate Research 
Fellow at IALS, best known for his scholarly distinction and 
leadership in the fields of modern British legal history and 
socio-legal studies. 

Professor Twining began the conversation by summarising 
the contents of Jurist in Context and outlining its key 
themes. A wide-ranging 90-minute discussion with 
Professor Sugarman followed. Topics included the 
significance of Africa and colonialism on his life and work; 
why, as an Oxford law undergraduate, he felt misled, let 
down—even betrayed—by Salmond on Torts (which had 
been his favourite student textbook); the impact of his 
time in Belfast on his thinking; Warwick Law School and 
the Law in Context movement; the continuing lack of true 
dialogue and mutual respect between philosophically 
inspired jurisprudence and his more socio-legal genre of 
legal theory; and his desire to build on and enlarge his 
“Southern Voices” Project. Professor Sugarman noted that 
Jurist in Context is not only about ideas and places, but also 
about the interaction between the author’s personal and 
professional lives. He asked Professor Twining whether his 
life had been a series of classic oedipal rebellions: against 
parents, against H.L.A. Hart, and, to some extent, against 
Karl Llewellyn. Professor Twining’s responses were insightful, 
stimulating, amusing, generous, and rational; ambitious in 
aim though modest in tone; and acerbically direct in their 
diagnosis of what is wrong with legal education and what 
needs to be done to put it right. 

The conversation was followed by a Q&A with the audience 
before Professor Stychin brought the proceedings to a 
close, inviting those present to continue the conversation 
at the wine reception that immediately followed. It was 
just left to Professor Twining to thank several individuals 
and institutions including the Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies for hosting the occasion, Cambridge University 
Press for supporting the reception, and Professor Sugarman 
for initiating the event. Professor Twining circulated a short 
list of ‘Provocations’ at the outset of the proceedings and 
a longer version of this document, ‘Jurist in Context: A 
Scrapbook’, can be downloaded at ucl.ac.uk/laws/people/
prof-william-twining. 
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IALS open access publishing 
extends reach of legal 
scholarship
IALS open journals

In 2019, IALS published new issues of the Digital Evidence 
and Electronic Signature Law Review (https://journals.sas.
ac.uk/deeslr) and the IALS Student Law Review (https://
journals.sas.ac.uk/lawreview) and launched Series 2 of 
Amicus Curiae, the journal of the Society of Advanced Legal 
Studies (https://journals.sas.ac.uk/amicus). Amicus Curiae is 
now freely available online in the SAS Open Journals system 
as an electronic publication under the guidance of its new 
editor, Professor Michael Palmer of the School of Oriental 
and African Studies. 

OBserving Law with the University of London Press

The past year also saw the launch of the University of 
London Press (previously SAS Publications), which builds 
on a century of publishing tradition by disseminating 
distinctive scholarship at the forefront of the humanities. 
Based at the School of Advanced Study, the Press seeks to 
facilitate collaborative, inclusive, open access, scholar-led 
interchange, within and beyond the academy.

OBserving Law, the Institute’s open access book publishing 
initiative, continued to expand this year in collaboration 
with the University of London Press, which undertakes 
the production and promotion of titles in the IALS Open 
Book Service for Law. This continues to be managed and 
developed by IALS through an editorial board. For details, 
please visit ials.sas.ac.uk/digital/humanities-digital-library/
observing-law-ials-open-book-service-law.

Legal Records at Risk: A Strategy 
for Safeguarding Our Legal 
Heritage by Clare Cowling was 
published in July 2019. An open 
access edition can be read for 
free online; downloadable and 
print-on-demand paperback and 
epub copies can be purchased. 
This book is the culmination of 
a three-year research project 
on private-sector legal records. 
It summarises the work of the 
Legal Records at Risk (LRAR) 

project and its predecessors, diagnoses the problems 
of preservation of legal archives in the private sector in 
England and Wales, and outlines a national strategy for such 
records. It asks why so few institutions in the legal sector 
have professional records managers or archivists and offers 
insight into the value of private-sector archives to academic 
research and the wider legal community.

Significant work was done in 
2019 to prepare new titles for 
publication in 2020 and 2021 
by the IALS Open Book Service 
for Law. The innovative Clinical 
Legal Education Handbook, 
edited by Linden Thomas and 
Nick Johnson, is in production 
and will be published in 
collaboration with the 
University of London Press in 
May 2020. This is a guide to 
best practices and resources 

for those engaged in the design and delivery of clinical 
legal education programmes at university law schools. The 
coming year will also see the publication of Achieving Access 
to Justice by Virginie Rouas and the fifth editions of Electronic 
Evidence and Electronic Signatures in Law edited by Stephen 
Mason and Daniel Seng. The fourth editions of both of these 
books are among the most viewed and downloaded on the 
Open Book Service for Law platform.

The Institute continues to explore joint publishing ventures 
with the Australasian Legal Information Institute at the 
University of New South Wales, looking particularly at titles 
with relevance to comparative law. The first collaboration 
will be the publication in 2020 of a print-on-demand edition 
of Capacity and the Law by Nick O'Neil and Carmelle Perisah. 
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PhD Awards 2018–19
The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies congratulates the following students on the award of their PhDs. 

Laurence George
‘The Fourth Estate and Access to Justice: Defendant 
Corporations and Group Litigation’

Bahriye Basaran
‘The Secrecy of Public-Listed Banks and the Disclosure of 
Information in Financial Markets: Reconciling the Tension 
between Transparency and Confidentiality on the Ground of 
Optimal Level of Disclosure and Prudential Regulation’

Christoph Beischl
‘Towards an Asian Space Agency: The Whence and Whither 
of Asian Interstate Relations in the Space Sector in the 21st 
Century’

Jemina Benson
‘Legislature Constituency Relations and the Concept of 
Representation in Nigeria: A Case Study of the Constituency 
Development Fund’

Gilbert Crentsil
‘Informal Land Transactions and Economic Crime in 
Developing Countries: A Case Study of Ghana’

Osita Mba
‘Cheating the Public Revenue: The Nature and Meaning of “Tax 
Avoidance” and Tax Evasion” in English Law’

Marcelo Pedroso Illarraz
'International Taxation, the BRICS, and the Brazilian Experience: 
Tracing Patterns and Drawing Comparisons’
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Selected Staff Publications, 2019
Rachel Adams
‘Helen A’Loy and other Tales of Female Automata: A 
Gendered Reading of the Narratives of Hopes and Fears 
of Intelligent Machines and Artificial Intelligence’, AI and 
Society, October 2019

With R. Adams, C. Staunton, E. Dove, et al, ‘Safeguarding 
the Future of Genomic Research in South Africa: Broad 
Consent and the Protection of Personal Information Act 
No. 4 of 2013’ (2019) South African Medical Journal. 109(7), 
141–48

With F. Adeleke, ‘Media and the Right of Access to 
Information in Africa’ in A. Adekunle, ed., Freedom of 
Information and Democratic Governance in Nigeria (Lagos: 
NIALS Publication (2019), 11–25    

Clare Cowling
Legal Records at Risk: A Strategy for Safeguarding our Legal 
Heritage, University of London Press, 2019 (open access: 
humanities-digital-library.org/index.php/hdl/catalog/
view/lrar/86/234-1)

Colin King
‘International Asset Recovery: Perspectives from 
Ireland’ in J. McDaniel, K. Stonard, and D. Cox (eds), The 
Development of Transnational Policing: Past, Present and 
Future (Routledge, 2019), 281-306

Carl Stychin
‘Rethinking Legal Methods after Brexit’ (2019), 53 The Law 

Teacher, 212–20 (Special Issue: Brexit and the Law School)

Nóra Ní Loideáin 
 ‘A Port in the Data-Sharing Storm: The GDPR and the 
Internet of Things’ (2019) 4(2) Journal of Cyber Policy, 178

With C. Kuner, F. H. Cate, O. Lynskey, et al, ‘If the Legislature 
Had Been Serious about Data Privacy ...’ (2019) 9(2) 
International Data Privacy Law, 75 

With R. Adams, ‘Alexa to Siri and the GDPR: The Gendering 
of Virtual Personal Assistants and the Role of EU Data 
Protection Law’ (2019) Computer Law and Security Review

With R. Adams, C. Staunton, E. Dove, et al, ‘Safeguarding 
the Future of Genomic Research in South Africa: Broad 
Consent and the Protection of Personal Information Act 
No. 4 of 2013’ (2019) South African Medical Journal. 109(7), 
141–48

With R. Adams, ‘Addressing Indirect Discrimination and 
Gender Stereotypes in AI Personal Assistants: The Role of 
International Human Rights Law,’ Cambridge International 
Law Journal (Special Issue, December 2019).

With R. Adams, ‘Female Servitude by Default and Social 
Harm: AI Virtual Personal Assistants, the FTC, and Unfair 
Commercial Practices’ PLSC Conference Paper, Berkeley 
2019, https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_
id=3402369 

Derek Roebuck, Francis Boorman and 
Rhiannon Markless 
English Arbitration and Mediation in the Long Eighteenth 
Century (Holo Books, 2019) 

IALS Annual Review 2018 19

Se
le

ct
ed

 S
ta

ff
 P

ub
lic

at
io

ns
, 2

01
8Selected Staff Publications, 2018

Information Law and Policy Centre
ILPC Submissions to Government and Public Bodies: 
September 2018, Submission to the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Privacy, Consultation on ‘Gender 
Perspectives on Privacy’; Submission to the Centre for 
Data Ethics and Innovation, Department of Digital (DCMS)

Nóra Ní Loideáin
‘A Bridge Too Far? The Investigatory Powers Act 2016 and 
Human Rights Law’ in L. Edwards (ed), Law, Policy and the 
Internet (2nd edn, Hart, 2018)

‘A Port in the Data-Sharing Storm: The GDPR and the 
Internet of Things’ (October 10, 2018). King’s College 
London Law School Research Paper No. 2018-27. Available 
at https://ssrn.com/abstract=3264265 or http://dx.doi.
org/10.2139/ssrn.3264265

With R. Adams, ‘From Alexa to Siri and the GDPR: The 
Gendering of Virtual Personal Assistants and the Role 
of EU Data Protection Law’ (November 9, 2018). King’s 
College London Dickson Poon School of Law Legal 
Studies Research Paper Series. Available at  
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3281807 or http://dx.doi.
org/10.2139/ssrn.3281807

David Gee
‘SLS/BIALL Academic Law Library Survey 2016/2017’, Legal 
Information Management, 18, no. 3 (2018), pp 171-189

‘IALS@70: The Growth of the IALS Library and Its 
Development of Digital Initiatives for the UK Legal 
Community’, Legal Information Management, 18, no. 1 
(2018), pp 35-40

Steven Whittle
‘Launching IALS Digital: Connections and Collaboration’, 
Legal Information Management, 18, no. 1 (2018), pp 41-53
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Financial Summary
 Institute Library
 2018–19 2018–19 
 £ £
Income 

Funding Body Grants (Research England) 439,254 1,117,327

Other Grants and Sponsorship 15,365 -

Tuition Fees and Training 457,019 -

Research and Network Grants and Contracts 169,900 -

Subscriptions from Colleges 66,372 997,328

Commercial Income 315,431 130,600

Other Income 11,526 26,219

Donations 67,834 -

Finance and Endowment Income 5,500 3,500

Internal Income 261,974 328,005 

Total Income 1,810,175 2,602,978

  

Expenditure  

Staff Costs 991,118 931,231

Professional Fees 31,120 8,340

Estates Expenditure 2,649 119

Academic Expenditure 31,938 878,726

Information Technology 9,502 19,351

Admin Expenditure 29,276 16,866

Finance Expenditure - -

Other Operating Expenses 117,201 -

Internal Charges and Recharges 512,685 906,379

Total Expenditure 1,725,490 2,761,012 

Surplus/(Deficit) 84,685 (158,034)
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Library 

Members of the Library 5,383           

Volumes in the library                                       317,540

Visits to the Library    93,726

Digital views                             71,806,804

Conferences, seminars, and workshops

Number of events      63     

Number of participants (UK) 1,964

Number of participants (rest of the world) 243      

Total number of participants                             2,207

Research training

Number of research training events 90

Number of participants (UK)  3,117 

Number of participants (rest of the world) 40

Total number of participants  3,157

Staff and fellows
IALS Staff 40

Visiting Fellows 11

Associate Research Fellows 54

Students
Postgraduate taught 10

Postgraduate research 50

Distance learning 12

Total 72
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