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Where is the LLM taught?                         About the degree

Sir William Dale Centre for Legislative Studies
The programme is based in the Sir William Dale 
Centre for Legislative Studies, at the Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies (IALS), a member institute 
of the School of Advanced Study, University of 
London. 

The LLM in Drafting Legislation, Regulation, 
and Policy offers a unique opportunity to drafters, 
legal officers, policy officers, policy makers, and 
those interested in the process of law making and 
in drafting to study the legislative environment and 
legislation as a tool for regulation. 

Our graduates are awarded a University of London 
degree (LLM).

https://www.sas.ac.uk/
https://staffdevelopment.london.ac.uk/
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An LLM in Legislative Drafting and more
The programme aims to promote an 
understanding of the principles of legislative 
studies and an in-depth awareness of what 
constitutes legislative quality and how this can 
be achieved. Legislative drafting is often 
perceived as a technical skill that one learns on 
the job. The view of the Institute’s Sir William 
Dale Centre for Legislative Studies is that 
legislative drafting is a practical discipline 
requiring awareness of the theoretical principles 
of drafting along with experience on the job. 
Legislative drafting has evolved to become the 
bedrock of political, economic, and social 
transformation. It is still, however, relatively 
unexplored as an academic discipline. The LLM 
examines issues related to the policy process, 
the legislative process, and the drafting 
process. 

This is a unique LLM, the first ever LLM in Legislative 
Drafting, taught at the only academic unit in the world 
dedicated to the study and research of Legislative 
Drafting, the Sir William Dale Centre for Legislative 
Studies.

The overwhelming majority of our students are 
legislative drafters or policy officers. 

Our students come from the four corners of the earth 
(in the last 3-years we had students from China and 
from Tuvalu).

We also had students straight off their LLB who wish 
to learn and specialise in different aspects of 
legislative studies.



ials.sas.ac.uk https://ials.sas.ac.uk/study/courses/llm-drafting-legislation-regulation-and-policy

Structure of the LLM 
 Duration for Full-Time taught programme: 12 months
 Duration for Distance Learning: 24 months
 For the Distance Learning mode there are two intakes: 

September and January. 
 Six modules 
 Legislative Drafting 1
 Legislative Drafting 2
 Comparative Legal Studies 1
 Comparative Legal Studies 2
 Research Methods 
 The Theory and Practice of Regulation

 Dissertation
 15,000 words

LLM Director: Dr Constantin Stefanou

The LLM in Drafting Legislation, Regulation, 
and Policy (formerly Advanced Legislative 
Studies) has been offered by the Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies with considerable 
success since 2004. The LLM can be studied 
at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies in 
London or by distance learning from a location 
anywhere in the world. 

Students based in London can undertake the 
LLM on either a full- or part-time basis. 
Students based elsewhere, or students who 
cannot follow the taught programme in London, 
must undertake the two-year, part-time 
distance learning option of the programme. 

Overview of the LLM 
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Legislative Drafting 1 & 2
 Taught by: Professor Dr Helen Xanthaki and Dr 

Maria Mousmouti 

 Aim: to analyse and explore the distinct problems 
faced by professional drafters in the Common 
Law world and to propose and promote best 
practice in statutory drafting.

 Sample Topics
• Introduction to Legislative Drafting 
• Drafting instructions
• Designing a legislative solution
• Clarity and Ambiguity
• Plain language
• Structure of a bill
• The legislative sentence
• Preliminary provisions
• Substantive and administrative provisions
• Final provisions
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Comparative Legislative Studies 1 & 2
 Taught by: Dr Constantin Stefanou

 Aim: to introduce students to the theoretical 
constitutional framework in which legislative 
drafting takes place at the national and 
international levels taking into account political 
doctrines and approaches. 

 Sample Topics
• Constitutions and the Legal Framework
• The Policy Process
• Drafting and the Policy Process
• Drafting and the Legislative Process
• Drafting and Public Administration
• Prioritising Legislation
• Drafting, Elections, Electoral Systems and Voters
• Drafting as a form of Political Communication
• Dealing with Regulation: the British Approach 
• Ethics and Legislative Drafting
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Research Methods Training

 Taught by: Dr Constantin Stefanou & IALS Law 
Librarians

 Aim: to analyse topics related to research 
methods and their use. 

 Sample Topics
• Accessing the research sources and databases
• Research Skills 
• OSCOLA – citations – bibliography
• Developing a Hypothesis and a Methodology
• Matching Theory with Methodology
• Comparative Method 
• Using quantitative and qualitative data 
• Writing a Dissertation 
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Theory and Practice of Regulation

 Taught by: Dr Maria Mousmouti

 Aim: The aim of this module is to familiarise 
students with the theoretical background of 
regulation and to provide to them practical 
skills to apply this knowledge in practice. 

 Sample Topics
• Theory of Regulation
• Behavioural approaches to Regulation
• Quality and regulation: Better regulation, Smart 

Regulation, responsive regulation 
• Effectiveness of Regulation I &II 
• Regulatory design and delivery
• Regulatory Impact Assessment 
• Consultation and Simplification
• Case Studies
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Teaching
If you study for the LLM on campus in London, you 
will participate in lectures, seminars, and face-to-face 
discussions with tutors and other students. If you 
study by distance learning, you will receive access to 
extensive materials delivered online and by email 
and participate in online discussions with tutors and 
other students.
You will be expected to undertake private reading 
and independent research and you will benefi t from 
individual tuition and support. All students are 
assigned a personal dissertation supervisor. 
Students undertaking the course by distance learning 
are required to attend a week-long intensive 
residential induction in London. This gives you a 
chance to meet the tutors and other students and to 
start your studies with the maximum level of support.
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The Virtual Learning Environment 
(VLE) 

 All the essential and necessary resources for the 
LLM in DLRP is stored in the VLE and all LLM 
students have access to it.

 The encrypted webpage of the Virtual Learning 
Environment (VLE) is the main gateway to your 
studies. 

 Includes a wealth of materials per topic per 
teaching week. 

 Contains more that 2000 items of bibliography.
 Essential reading: 

• Tutor's Powerpoint Presentation 
• A minimum of four relevant pieces of material 
• Once the reading is complete, students may ask any 

questions
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The IALS Library
 You probably have not used a Library as complete 

as ours.
 It is the largest legal library in Europe and one of 

the largest in the world.
 Most university libraries are very proud to have 

one specialised law librarian. We have 22.
 The IALS Library can be accessed remotely from 

anywhere with an internet connection. 
 The IALS Library’s digital collection is growing 

every day.
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Assessment
 No exams
 One 3,500 word essay per module (each worth 

roughly 10% of your grade).
 One 15,000 words dissertation (worth roughly one-

third of your grade).
 Pass mark: mark of 50%; Merit: mark of 65%-69%; 

Distinction: mark of 70% overall.
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The University of London Experience
As part of the School of Advanced Study (SAS), University of London, IALS students benefit from a collaborative, 
interdisciplinary research environment as well as a range of funding opportunities. SAS is a national research hub 
and IALS enjoys close links with its other members, including the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, the Institute 
of Modern Languages Research, and the Institute of Historical Research. Cross-institute collaboration is actively 
encouraged, making us an ideal location for interdisciplinary research.

IALS students join a community of more than 300 students in SAS. They are encouraged to participate in the 
wider activities of the University and are able to use the libraries of other colleges in addition to Senate House 
Library and IALS’s outstanding law library. The IALS is located in the heart of Bloomsbury in central London. Our 
location ensures that you will be able to enjoy everything the city has to off er, from the world-class resources of 
the British Museum (adjacent to Senate House) and British Library (within short walking distance) to shops, 
restaurants, parks, clubs, and theatres. London is regularly named the best university city in the world for its 
welcoming attitude, diversity, and vibrant student-friendly culture.

Full-time students, and part-time students with disabilities, may apply for accommodation in one of the University 
of London’s award-winning intercollegiate halls of residence. Our Registry offi ce will send you housing 
information after you have been offered a place. To learn more about accommodation options, please visit: 
http://halls.london.ac.uk/our-accommodation.

https://staffdevelopment.london.ac.uk/
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Residential Week for DL students

What is i t? 
 A week-long study visit in London (in the last 2-

years these have been completed online due to 
Covid-19 restrictions) 

Content 
 Insights and workshops on the different 

modules
 Interaction with tutors and fellow students
 One to one sessions 
 Opportunity to participate in the vibrant 

academic life of the IALS 
Do I have to attend?

 Yes, a prerequisite for graduation
 Students are encouraged to attend during 

their first year 
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Online Sessions for DL Students

 Aim? 
To allow interaction and engagement with tutors and co 
students, especially those taking the LLM in distance 
learning mode.
 When? 
Last Friday of every month. Often there are additional 
sessions.
 How?
MS Teams.
 For how long?
One hour but often longer.
 Content? 
• Online presentations
• Online discussions
• Questions and answers 
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Anything else I should know?

 The IALS is one of the most respected law 
research units in the world. 

 We have a strong research ethos and a 
Library to match our claims.

 The LLM in DLRP is unique because it is 
based at one of the world’s hubs for 
legislative drafting, the Sir William Dale 
Centre.

…finally
 We do not have graduates who are not in 

employment – although we do have 
graduates who have now retired from their 
offices.

@ials_law
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Entry requirements

The normal minimum entrance requirement is a First or Upper Second Class Honours degree from a university in the UK or an 
overseas qualification of an equivalent standard. We will consider applications from candidates who do not meet the formal 
academic requirements but who off er alternative qualifications and/or relevant experience. Applicants are not required to have 
a law degree nor a professional qualification in law. English is the language of instruction and applicants are required to 
demonstrate an appropriate level of proficiency. For more information on entry requirements, please visit sas.ac.uk/ graduate-
study/entry-requirements. 

How to apply 

Applications should be made online via the SAS website. For full details of the application process, please visit 
http://sas.ac.uk/study/als

Fees: https://www.sas.ac.uk/graduate-study/fees-and-funding/tuition-fees

Funding

The School of Advanced Study offers a number of funding options, including bursaries, scholarships, grants, and awards. 
For details, please visit http://sas.ac.uk/funding. 

http://sas.ac.uk/study/als
https://www.sas.ac.uk/graduate-study/fees-and-funding/tuition-fees
http://sas.ac.uk/funding


See you in London!
LLM in 
Drafting Legislation, 
Regulation, and Policy
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